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The Screen Event So Important 
Only The Sergeant York Company 
Could Make It! 


But to Mother— 
Fathers just 
her biggest baby 
... He always has 
one foot in heaven 
-and the other 
in hot water/ 


Country of origin U.S.A. Copyright 1941 Vitagraph, Inc. All 
rights reserved. Copyright is waived to magazines and newspapers. 


Father not only has 
wonderful character 
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Analysis 


Based upon the popular best-seller by Hartzell 
Spence, the story of this picture has a ready-made audience 
of thousands. It is a motion picture rich in all the elements 
that appeal to all types of movie-goers. 


In addition to all your regular movie-goers, 
“ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN?” is an attraction that should 
bring to your theatre those people who seldom attend 
motion pictures. In this respect, it is an important prestige- 
builder for your house. 


The campaign material prepared for you in the 
following pages includes every possible angle to sell your 
show. We suggest that you read this campaign carefully, 
and select the ads, stunts and publicity stories best suited 
for your situation. 
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Ads large and small for every size budget . . . and every 
type theatre! They sell all the angles — in every ad! 


Sone {ouics you iy (ea mS ating 
PR ibe MARCO ee cr eS play ss William Spence 


Father has one foot in Heaven — and the other is usually 
in hot water. 


WORT GOTT os ce Sra oe te Hope Morris Spence 
Father's best girl and originator of some of Father's best 
ideas. 

POWALRONN GBC. haa ye we Nady hae eee Mrs. Lydia Sandow 
A rich old harridan with a temper, but putty in Father's 
hands. 


one Lockherras . stacey ty tN i ht Preston Thurston 
Banker, manufacturer, and small-time autocrat, until Father 
comes along. 

Elsaboth Praseriat) /oo0* ieee Sten volt oe see Eileen Spence 


Chasing the boys away from this pretty daughter keeps 
Father plenty busy. 


Plaity, Devemmormei et eee os 318 tp eee Elias Samson 
Mrs. Sandow's gardener-chauffeur, a simple and good old 
man. 

Laura: Tlepe Crowsiag. niet ono a Mrs. Preston Thurston 


One of the church's stoutest pillars and leader of the 
"choir set." 


Rane MI CHON ae! ji oo) Pe RC eh rng Clayton Potter 
An architect, stodgy and reactionary. 
and 
Pera eeemants cn Sc ke eR RR Ges tak ha Dr. John Romer 
Regia Oommen seo sy. oy yt Meese ns eo) Xa 2 Hartzell Spence 
SOS Cte ie PR tay Po yg Dr. Horrigan 
SHE SEE OSE eR cereale Ares Soko ary MEM te John E. Morris 
Ds ST Saat SO ENG 5 9 se es DR RN VC OR ore ck Mrs. Morris 
Beare eli be med he cl a Eileen Spence (As a girl) 
UO 98 ESR aie ee he as fs ee Harizell Spence (As a boy) 
NS name tear 0 rene nS a cae came Fraser Spence 


ad Rerr's Thr Sot 


(Not for publication): William Spence, (Fredric March) leaves his medical 
studies in Canada after hearing a revivalist sermon. He feels that he has 
been called to the clergy, and accepts a poor little charge in a small lowa 
town. With him to his new job goes his pretty, gently-raised bride Hope 
(Martha Scott). The church and the parsonage prove dismal wrecks, and 
it takes Hope a while to realize that the parsonage is not only her home, 
but the property and concern of every lady in the congregation. But, like 
her husband, she learns to love the new life, and to enjoy solving the prob- 
lems attendant on raising a family on next to nothing a year. A girl and 
then two boys are born to the Spences during the ensuing years. Father 
is the benevolent tyrant of the family, but Mother sees to it that his jus- 
tice is tempered with mercy. While Father holds the theory that his 
children must serve as models of behavior to the other children, he is not 
above rewarding them with privileges within the home, for sacrificing some 
fun outside of it. With the members of his congregations Father is the 
master diplomat, settling their fights and feuds, raising funds for much- 
needed church buildings, and setting them an example of brotherly love 
and human sympathy and understanding. Father's salary was usually pay- 
able when and if the congregation could get the money together but he 
never complains on this score. On the other hand, he is not above cajoling 
the marriage license clerk at the court-house into recommending his 
services to wedding couples, for wedding fees are very welcome. 


Although Father gains a wide reputation for his splendid work, he never 
accepts any charge unless he feels that it is one where he is really needed. 
He has just completed a stupendous undertaking, the building of a new 
church and parsonage, his congregation is solidly behind him and he could 
settle down and enjoy the fruits of his labors. But he hears of a new strug- 
gling church in a country district of lowa. There is trouble there, and he 
is needed. Together, he and Hope start out all over again. 


eee £2 stag .+.: 


Directed by IRVING RAPPER 


Screen Play by Casey Robinson; From the book by Hartzell Spence; Di- 
rector of Photography, Charles Rosher, A.S.C.; Film Editor, Warren Low; 
Art Director, Carl Jules Weyl; Dialogue Director, Eddie Blatt: Montages, 
Don Siegel; Sound by Francis J. Scheid; Makeup Artist, Pere Westmore; 
Technical Advisor, Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, Minister of The Marble 
Collegiate Church, New York City; Gowns by Milo Anderson; Orchestral 

Mat 201 — 30c Arrangements, Hugo Friedhofer; Musical Director, Leo F. Forbstein; Music 
MARTHA SCOTT and FREDRIC MARCH by Max Steiner. (Running Time — 108 min.) 


ADVANCE PUBLICITY —“ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN” 


‘One Foot In Heaven’ Starts Friday 
With Fredric March, Martha Scott 


Are you looking for something 
different in the way of screen en- 
tertainment? The Strand Theatre 
management promises just that in 
their next feature attraction, “One 
Foot In Heaven,” which opens there 
on Friday. Based on the recent best- 
seller by Hartzell Spence, it is a 
warm, genial story of family life 
in the first quarter of this century, 
and of the lovable tyrant (Spence’s 
own father), who ruled the family. 

Fredric March and Martha Scott 
are co-starred at. the head of a large 
cast, with March as Father and Miss 
Scott as the doting wife who subtly 
diverts his benevolent tyranny. 
Other cast members who portray the 
children of the Spence family at 
various ages, and their Iowa neigh- 
bors, are Frankie Thomas, Elisabeth 
Fraser, Beulah Bondi, Gene Lock- 
hart, Harry Davenport, Moroni 
Olsen and many more. 

“One Foot In Heaven’ is essen- 
tially a true story. The author based 
it on the life of his own father, a 
country minister. As for the title, 
it is taken from Father’s own words. 
Explaining to his children one day 
why they couldn’t be allowed to 
play on Sunday although all the 
other children in town did, he said, 
“The Pastor’s family is in a special 
category. It’s as if we walk a sort 
of tight-rope — _ balancing pre- 
cariously — with one foot on earth 
and one foot already in Heaven.” In 
spite of this rather difficult position, 
the three Spence children managed 
to have some highly amusing times, 
and the chronicle of their life with 
Father and Mother is alive with 
humor, warmth and the courageous 
spirit with which they faced the 
ups and downs of parsonage life. 


The frame of the story is simple. 
In 1904, William H. Spence, a medi- 
cal student in Canada, goes to a 
revival meeting and feels the call 
to the ministry. He tells Hope, his 
fiancee, and she agrees that he must 
do what he feels called upon to do. 
He gets his first charge in a tiny 
town in Iowa, and the fledgling 
pastor and his gentle, pretty bride 
go there together. For them both, 
the new life is a revelation. Hope 
learns that the parsonage, a dismal 
wreck of a house, cannot be re- 
arranged to suit her unless it also 
suits every single woman in the con- 
gregation. William learns that he 
must be a master diplomat as well 
as a preacher. They both learn 
that his meagre salary is payable if 
and when the struggling congrega- 
tion can raise it. But the warm- 
hearted kindness of the small-town 
congregation makes up for much 
of the hardship and the Spences 
learn that love can substitute for 
luxuries. 

They go from one struggling 
charge to another as the years go 
by. Each of their three children 
is born in a different parsonage. To 
Father each new charge is a chal- 
lenge, to which he rises eagerly. To 
Mother it is another parsonage to 
be made livable. As the children 
grow up, Father’s work becomes 
theirs, too, indirectly. To them falls 
the job of serving as examples to 
the youth of the congregation. Being 
extremely human youngsters, the 
job sometimes weighs heavily on 
their heads and leads to many of 
the humorous complications in the 
film. 

One of the many inspiring notes 
comes at the end of the picture 


# Mat 210 — 30c 
LIFE BEGINS. for Martha Scott and Fredric March, as the new minister and 
his wife arrive at their first charge, in this scene from "One Foot In Heaven", 
film version of the recent best-seller by Hartzell Spence. Picture opens 
Friday at the Strand Theatre. 


Genial Story of Midwestern Family Life 
Based on Hartzell Spence’s Best Seller 


when Father has just finished a 
new church, after years of hard 
work raising the money for it. 
There is a brand new parsonage, 
and everything he and Mother have 
dreamed of having. But they leave 
it to accept a struggling charge in 
a poor community. He is needed 
and he goes. 

“One Foot In Heaven” was 
adapted for the screen by Casey 
Robinson, and Irving Rapper di- 
rected. ‘The Rev. Dr. Norman Vin- 
cent Peale, pastor of the Marble 
Collegiate Church of New York 
City served as technical advisor dur- 
ing the picture’s production. 


‘One Foot In Heaven’ 
At Strand Friday 


In these troubled times it is only 
natural for us to long for “the good 
old days” when our biggest worries 
were, convincing father that it 
was really 10 o’clock and not mid- 
night when we came home last 
night. It is just such a chance to 
lose ourselves in the past that War- 
ner Bros. offers us when they ‘e- 
lease their charmingly gay motion 
picture, “One Foot In Heaven,” at 
the Strand Theatre next Friday. 

The picture tells the story of an 
American family with its problems, 
pathos and joy. It is a wistful tale 
that injects an atmosphere of nos- 
talgia. The starring roles are played 
by Fredric March who plays the 
part of a parson, and Martha Scott, 
cast as his wife. Their struggle to 
get along and win the understand- 
ing of their fellow townsfolk during 
the period of America’s “coming 
of age” between the turn of the 
century and the end of World War 
I, is smoothly told, spanning those 
years as only the medium of the 
screen can do. 

“One Foot In Heaven” was di- 
rected by Irving Rapper. Its fine 
supporting cast includes Beulah 
Bondi, Gene Lockhart, Elisabeth 
Fraser, Harry Davenport and many 
more. The screen play was written 
by Casey Robinson from the book 
by Hartzell Spence. 


‘One Foot In Heaven’ 
Charming Family Tale 


All the charm and quaintness of 
the early 1900’s is captured in the 
enchanting film, “One Foot In 
Heaven,” which Warner Bros.’ will 
release at the Strand Theatre next 
Friday for its initial showing. The 
story of a struggling minister and 
his typical American family is told 
with a grand mixture of drama and 
humor. 

The outwardly stern, but inward- 
ly sympathetic minister is played 
by Fredric March and his en- 
couraging, understanding wife is 
portrayed by Martha Scott. The bril- 
liant supporting cast is made up of 
such Hollywood favorites as Beau- 
lah Bondi, Gene Lockhart, Laura 
Hope Crews, Harry Davenport, 
Grant Mitchell, Elisabeth Fraser, 
Frankie ‘Thomas, Moroni Olsen, 
Vera Lewis, Jerome Cowan, Ernest 
Cossart, Nana Bryant and many 
other well-known players. 


THEY'RE IN 


"HEAVEN' — Fredric March and Martha 


Mat 203 — 30c 
Scott co-star in 


"One Foot in Heaven,’ which opens Friday at the Strand. The film is based 
on the best-selling book by Hartzell Spence. 


Fredric March Portrays Real 
Character In New Strand Film 


It has reached the point where 
a man doesn’t have to be dead a 
hundred years, or even be particu- 
larly famous, to get his life story 
told in a motion picture. 

Warner Bros. have just completed 
“One Foot In Heaven” which is 
the story of the late Rev. William 
H. Spence, a minister who lived 
and preached in half a dozen small 
Iowa towns and cities. Like most 
country preachers, the Rev. Spence 
was too busy fighting the devil to 
make any bid for a place on his- 
tory’s pages. Except that he sired 
a son who turned out to be a writer, 
his chances of reaching the silver 
screen would have been much slim- 
mer than those of the proverbial 
rich man to enter the Kingdom 
of Heaven. “One Foot In Heaven” 
will open Friday at the Strand. 

Hartzell Spence, however, wrote a 
biography of his father so rich in 
human interest that it made the 
tales of long dead heros and states- 
men seem stale stuff to a host of 
present day readers. The book be- 
came a best seller, was snapped up 
by Warner Bros. and now the Rey. 
Spence lives on the screen through 
the interpretation of Fredric March. 

The Iowa preacher will not see 
his story. He passed away five years 
ago. His widow and his children 
will see it, however, and will see 
themselves in it. Mrs. Spence, who 


has spent considerable time on the. 


studio sets-. watching the picture 
being filmed. She is portrayed by 
Martha Scott. 

Recently in New York, Sergeant 
Alvin C. York had the unique ex- 
perience of sitting in a_ theater 
and watching his life story unfold 
on the screen. The sergeant, hale 
and hearty at 54, figures to live 
a good many more years, and thus 
has beaten the customary deadline 
for movie story eligibility by at 
least a couple of decades. 

Father Flanagan, still living, has 


been the subject of two motion pic- 
tures. Except to the limited circle 
who knew of his good works, he 
was without fame until “Boy’s 
Town” was made. Since that picture 
and its sequel “Men of Boys Town,” 
a lot of folks think of Spencer 
Tracy as Father Flanagan. 

Like the Rev. Spence, the late 
Knute Rockne was so much a con- 
temporary when Warner Bros. 
filmed his life story that his widow 
not only saw the picture, but 
watched most of it shot. Rockne, 
of course, was famous, but Pat 
O’Brien, who portrayed him, had 
recently played another contempor- 
ary figure who was comparatively 
unknown. He was the late Father 
Duffy, chaplain of “The Fighting 
69th.” To the general movie pub- 
lic, Father Duffy was as obscure 
as the Rev. Spence, but he made 
a vital hero for a fine picture. » ' 

“One Foot In Heaven” was writ- 
ten for the screen by Casey Robin- 
son who adapted it from Hartzell 
Spence’s famous book. Irving Rap- 
per directed the delightful film: for 
Warner Bros. Others in the cast 
include Beulah Bondi, Gene Lock- 
hart and Elisabeth Fraser. 


Noted Clergyman 
Aids With Film 


When a committee of Protestant 
clergymen selected Rev. Dr. Norman 
Vincent Peale to serve as religious 
technical advisor for the Warner 
Bros. motion picture, “One Foot In 
Heaven,” they actually provided the 
studio with two valuable aides. Mrs. 
Peale came to Hollywood with her 
husband and, being a true pastor’s 
wife, she’s sharing his duties. When 
Dr. Peale has to stay in his office 
to get caught up with paper work, 
his wife holds the fort on the set. 
She’s particularly helpful to Martha 
Scott, who portrays a pastor’s wife. 
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ADVANCE PUBLICITY —’“ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN” 


‘One Foot In Heaven’ 
Something New In 
Film Entertainment 


“One Foot In Heaven,” the Fred- 
ric March-Martha Scott co-starring 
film which goes into the Strand 
Theatre Friday has something brand 
new to offer in the way of screen 
entertainment. Based on the _ best- 
selling novel by Hartzell Spence, 
it tells the story of a “practical 
parson” and his family in the first 
part of the century. Spence’s own 
family are the characters in the 
real-life story, and they have been 
brought to life delightfully by the 
able cast of players. 

There is humor, warmth and the 
spirit of abiding faith in the story 
of the man who served God nobly, 
with one foot in the heaven and 
the other very solidly on the ground. 
His was no Sunday job, but an all- 
week, job of solving the problems, 
easing the sorrows, sharing the joys 
of his congregation. In his tasks he 
was ably assisted by his wife who 
stood by him in all times of stress 
and subtly engineered him into 
the right decision in many of his 
problems. To their three very 
human youngsters fell the task of 
serving as models for the children 
of the congregation, and the job 
wasn’t always an easy one. Romance 
and drama and rich humor were 
integral parts of the Spence family 
life and they are integral parts of 
the motion picture. 

Besides March and Miss Scott the 
talented cast includes Frankie 
Thomas, Elisabeth Fraser, Harry 
Davenport, Beulah Bondi, Moroni 
Olsen, Vera Lewis, Jerome Cowan, 
Ernest Cossart, Nana Bryant, Roscoe 
Ates and dozens of others. Casey 
Robinson adapted Spence’s book 


for the screen and Irving Rapper 
directed the production. 


Mat 106 — 15c 
GENE LOCKHART plays a featured 


role in "One Foot In Heaven." 


Actor Songwriter! 


Gene Lockhart has what prom- 
ises to be an international hit song 
reaching the stands this week. 

It’s called “A Letter From Lon- 
don,” and is being published by 
Chappell’s in New York. Lockhart, 
who has a number of song hits to 
his credit, including “The World 
Is Waiting for the Sunrise,’ wrote 
both the lyrics and the music. First 
copies of the new song reached the 
actor at Warner Bros. studio, where 
he’s currently featured in two pic- 
tures, “One Foot In Heaven,’ and 
“They Died With Their Boots On.” 
“One Foot In Heaven” opens Fri- 
day at the Strand. 


Be sure your editor gets a copy of this interesting feature 


on Fredric March’s newest and most ‘different’ screen role. 


Having ‘One Foot In Heaven’ Is 
New Experience to Fredric March 


When an actor has been in the 
movies as long as Fredric March, 
Gary Cooper or even Errol Flynn, 
he knows pretty well what to ex- 
pect in the way of experiences be- 
fore the cameras. 


He’s certain he’ll make love to 
a beautiful girl. Kisses and caresses 
are as inevitable for him as death 
and taxes for the average individu- 
al. 

He can reasonably expect to do 
some fighting. It may take the form 
of fisticuffs, swordplay, or a shoot- 
ing war. 

If he escapes actual personal com- 
bat, he can expect to have it out 
with the elements. Storm and ship- 
wreck, flood and fire are things a 
movie hero has to learn to take in 
stride. 


Along with those  inevitables, 
however, there are always new ex- 
periences to keep an actor on his 
toes and wondering what may come 
next. March has had a lot of them 
while playing the role of a coun- 
try minister in his current Warner 
Bros, picture, “One Foot in Hea- 
ven,” which opens Friday at the 
Strand. 

He has, for example, baptized 
five babies, ranging from six weeks 
to three months in age. Of all his 
trials by water, and these have in- 
cluded everything from naval bat- 
tles to the already mentioned ship- 
wreck, this simple, and reverently 
performed, baptism ceremony, was 
the most severe ordeal. 

Fortunately, the babies were too 
young to be nervous, and too re- 
cently fed to be fretful. They be- 
haved so well that March quickly 
overcame his attack of the jitters 
and even improvised a_ finishing 
touch for the scene. After baptiz- 
ing the infant supposed to be his 
own and Martha Scott’s son, he 
leaned over and kissed the young- 
ster’s bald head. 

Facing a congregation from a 
church pulpit was another new ex- 
perience “One Foot in Heaven” 
gave March. He’d spent many a 
Sunday morning facing the minister 
from a pew, but today he'll tell 
you a church looks mighty different 


a 


Mat 211 — 30c 


FREDRIC MARCH makes a welcome return to the screen in "One Foot In 
Heaven," film version of the recent best-seller by Hartzell Spence. 


from the preacher’s viewpoint. 

Leading his congregation in pray- 
er and hymns, performing a mar- 
riage ceremony and officiating at a 
funeral were other new experiences 
the minister characterization pro- 
vided for March. 

Even the inevitables had their 
touch of novelty. March did make 
love to a beautiful girl and got 
his kisses and caresses. He marries 
Miss Scott early in the story, how- 
ever, and doesn’t even come close to 
losing her thereafter. 


He also got his share of fighting, 
but as most of it was with the devil 
he couldn’t use swords or guns. 
He no doubt was tempted to re- 
sort to fisticuffs in some of the 
secondary skirmishing with recal- 
citrant church boards and selfish 
parishioners, but the script didn’t 
let him succumb. 

Only the elements ran true to 
form and gave him the usual past- 
ing. He worked in driving rain 
five days and then, when he got 
back under cover, the roof leaked. 


New Strand Film ‘One Foot 
Is Saga Of Small Town Life 


If the movies continue their pres- 
ent trend toward stories of small 
town life, slum clearance is due 
to become a major activity on the 
studio lots. 

The busiest sets in the studios 
these days are the small town streets 
and village squares. Already the de- 
mand for such backgrounds is ex- 
ceeding the supply. As a result, ten- 
ement districts are undergoing a 
process of ruralization. 

Carpenters, sign painters and gen- 
eral renovators were busy very re- 
cently transforming an East Side 
New York thoroughfare on the War- 
ner Bros, back lots into a Midwest 
Main Street for “One Foot In Heav- 
en,’ the movie based on Hartzell 
Spence’s recent best-seller. The cor- 
ner delicatessen became a general 
store — “staple and fancy groceries, 


hardware, gent’s furnishings and 
ladies’ notions.’” The cheap cabaret 
in the middle of the block became 
a home cooking restaurant. The 
drug store got a new sign and a 
wooden, cigar store Indian. 
There are, of course, Midwest 
streets and village squares on the 
Warner Bros. back lot that were 
built as such. They’ve seen plenty 
of action in “One Foot in Heaven,” 
but there weren’t enough of them. 
Of the seventy-six sets used in this 
Fredric March-Martha Scott co- 
starring picture, all but five are 
small town or country backgrounds. 
Some 45 of them were built on 
studio sound stages. Half a dozen 
more were constructed on the War- 
ner Bros. ranch among the rolling 
Calabases hills. That still left more 
than a score to be accommodated 


In Heaven’ 
In Early 1900's 


on the back lot of the studio. 

It happens “One Foot in Heaven” 
is only one of several small town 
background pictures being filmed 
at Warner Bros. currently. “Kings 
Row” has a Missouri town as its 
locale. Even “The Man Who Came 
to Dinner’ comes no nearer to a 
metropolis than being based on a 
Broadway stage hit. Bette Davis, 
Monty Woolley, Ann Sheridan and 
Richard Travis engage in their bat- 
tle of wits in a small town. 

As in the case of “One Foot in 
Heaven,” the sound stages accom- 
modate most of the sets for these 
pictures. But while the Brownstone 
front street, the foreign sections, 
and the metropolitan avenues on 
the back lot stand silent and empty, 
the village sets hum with activity 
and have a waiting list. 


Family Picture 
Embraces Actors 
Of All Ages 


It’s good news to the movie ac- 
tors and actresses when a family 
picture goes into production. 

Everybody works, including father, 
in the family film. Instead of the 
acting job being limited to a few 
romantic age adults and a sprink- 
ling of character supports, they’re 
available to players from three to 
three-score and ten. 

In “One Foot in Heaven,” which 
Warner Bros. made with Fredric 
March and Martha Scott co-starring, 
the talent runs the gamut from 
the cradle right up to the limits of 
the picture’s title. 

Five infants, ranging in age from 
six weeks to three months, steal 
the spotlight in one of the more 
important sequences by receiving 
baptism in church. And among 
the character veterans in the pic- 
ture are at least a couple who cheer- 
fully admit theyll never see seventy 
again. 

The youngsters fared particularly 
well in this picture. It happens that 
the Reverend and Mrs. William 
Spence, the real life characters 
March and Miss Scott are portray- 
ing, had three children. The chil- 
dren grow up during the relating 
of the story, and naturally have 
to have playmates of the proper 
ages. All told, some 250 youngsters 
received Warner Bros. pay checks 
from “One Foot in Heaven,” thanks 
mostly to the three Spence children. 

The adults do even more hand- 
somely. The Rev. Spence is a coun- 
try minister, and it takes all 
kinds of people to make a church 
congregation. The Rev. Spence has 
three congregations. 


Los Angeles Church 
Seen in New Film 


One of Los Angeles’ most beauti- 
ful churches, the Wilshire Metho- 
dist, opened its doors to a motion 
picture company recently, to per- 
mit scenes of the Warner Bros. 
production, “One Foot in Heaven,” 
to be filmed within its walls. 

The picture, co-starring Fredric 
March and Martha Scott, tells the 
story of a minister’s family. 

Through the courtesy of Dr. Will- 
sie Martin, the pastor, the two 
stars and a company of 50 tech- 
nicians worked most of the day 
doing interior scenes within the 
church. Some exteriors of the beau- 
tiful Gothic edifice also were made. 
The scenes depicted March view- 
ing a California church for the 
purpose of arriving at a decision 
whether or not to become its pastor. 


The Life Of A 
Rural Minister 


F humanity’s many unsung figures, 

few have been less celebrated than 
ministers in small towns. ‘‘One Foot In 
Heaven,’’ the best-selling book by Hartzell 
Spence, which tells the story 
of his father, a country 
minister, is one of the ex- 
ceptions. Book reviewers 
delighted in the warm 
comedy of the incidents 
. in Mr. Spence’s every- 
Hartzell Spence, day life, applauded their 
the famous author of | humanness. 
One Foot In Heaven Warace ae fas 
translated “One Foot In Heaven’’ to 
the screen, with Fredric March as 
the minister and Martha Scott as his 
patient, hard-working helpmate. 
See the accompanying photos for 
some of the trials and tribulations 
in the life of a rural minister. 


Neither rain, nor almost any- 
thing keeps this rural min- 
ister from his appointed 
round of church duties. 


Paternal duties begin at home for the 
father of the flock. 


(Left) Father carries the bride into her new 
homey a down-at-the-heels parsonage. And 
woe to the minister’s wife who casts off 
furniture donated by members of the flock! 


Making friends with the license clerk is good business. The clerk steers 
marrying couples over to the minister, and wedding fees are very welcome. 


Ministerial dignity is not above lending Mother a hand with 
the heavy family ironing. And in return Mother lends a 
listening ear to a rehearsal of next Sunday’s sermon. 


Pitter patter of the rain on the roof is not a welcome sound to the minister’s family, for the 
parsonage is almost sure to have a leaky roof, as Frankie Thomas and Martha Scott find out 
in this scene from the film version of “One Foot In Heaven.” 


ADVANCE PUBLICITY —’“ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN” 


Teaming of these two top dramatic stars is news- 


worthy and so is this feature on their screen love life. 


Fredric March and Martha Scott 
Ideal Screen Romantic Team 


In a dingy, cob-webbed room 
reminiscent of the garret where 
Janet Gaynor and Charles Farrell 
played their idyllic love scenes for 
“Seventh Heaven,” Martha Scott 
sat alone. She was surrounded by 


dusty trunks, discarded bits of 
broken furniture. 
HODe wma. muffled voice was 


heard from below floor level on the 
Warner Bros. sound stage. Fred- 
ric March’s head, emerging from 
a trap door, followed the voice. 
They put March down in the base- 
ment to start this attic scene for 
“One Foot in Heaven,” the picture 
opening Friday at the Strand. 

March strode over to Miss Scott. 
He wore a frock coat, proper cos- 
tume, in 1904, for the minister he 
portrays. Miss Scott was his wife. 
They had just moved into their 
first parsonage, a sorry enough look- 
ing building in a small Iowa town. 
The good ladies of the congrega- 
tion had taken over the job of 
cleaning the parsonage, and she had 
taken refuge in the attic. 
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MARTHA SCOTT and 
FREDRIC MARCH 


“What on earth are you doing 
up here?” March asked. 
“They wouldn’t let me touch a 


thing,” Miss Scott answerd between 
suppressed _ sniffles. 

March dropped down beside her 
on the dusty floor. “Lesson one,” 
he said understandingly, “the par- 
sonage belongs to the ladies of the 
congregation . . . But they’re good 
folk, Hope—look at the gifts they 
brought—a table full of pies and 
cakes kindly, and friendly— 
and sometimes as thoughtless as 
children. ‘Of such is the kingdom 
of heaven’.” 

Miss Scott smiled through her 
tears, snuggled her head to the 
refuge of his shoulder. Seated there 
on the dusty floor, leaning against 
a battered trunk, the two stars 
played their first love scene for the 
picture. It was tender, rather than 
passionate. March was the com- 
forter more than the lover, until, 
after he had cheered away the last 
vestige of Miss Scott’s tears, he drew 
her close into his arms and kissed 
her. ‘Then he was all lover and the 
resulting love scene one of the ten- 
derest in screen history. 


Mat 206 — 30c 


EVENING PRAYERS with one of the members of his flock is a daily occurence 
with the country minister Fredric March portrays in "One Foot In Heaven.” 


Harry Davenport (left) is his disciple. 


Learns From Father 


In dedicating his performance in 
“One Foot in Heaven” to his father, 
Fredric March makes frequent use 
of one of the latter’s favorite ex- 
pressions. An elder of the first 
Presbyterian church of Racine, Wis- 
consin, the star’s father never used 
profanity. When he was annoyed, 
or enthusiastic he’d say “Golly!” 

That's how March happens to 
say: “Golly, if I were only young 
again,” or “Golly, I’m sorry that 
occurred,” in the Warner Bros. pic- 
ture. He was borrowing from his 
father. “One Foot In Heaven” has 
its first local showing at the Strand 
Theatre on Friday. 


8 


What A Difference! 


In a scene for Warner Bros.’ “One 
Foot in Heaven” in which Fredric 
March says he is going into the 
army as a chaplain, Martha Scott 
was supposed to answer “Oh dear, 
I guess now I'll have to raise my 
children in a pup tent.” 

After the first take of the scene, 
Miss Scott couldn’t understand why 
everybody on the set howled with 
laughter. She didn’t realize she’d 
gotten her words crossed, had said: 
“Oh dear, I guess now I'll have to 
raise my pups in an army tent.” 

March plays William Spence, a 
country parson, in the picture, and 
Miss Scott is his wife. 


. 


Mrs. Spence Lauds 
March’s Portrayal 
Of Her Husband 


“TI believe he is as handsome as 
my husband was, after all.” 

Mrs. William H. Spence made 
that remark after meeting Fredric 
March for the first time on the 
Warner Bros. film set where he 
portrayed her late husband in the 
film version of her son’s book, “One 
Foot In Heaven.” 

The widow of the central charac- 
ter of “One Foot In Heaven” and 
mother of Hartzell Spence, author 
of the book, was in Hollywood 
visiting Iowa friends. Until she 
called at Warner Bros. to witness 
scenes from her own life being 
filmed, she’d never seen the inside 
of a movie studio or met a screen 
star. 

In addition to March, Mrs. Spence 
met Martha Scott, her own imper- 
sonator in the film. She said Miss 
Scott flattered her in appearance, 
but despite the fact that March 
was her own choice for the role, 
she’d give him no better than an 
even break on looks with her hus- 
band, the late William Spence. 


Exact Parallel? 


Fredric March, as the country 
minister hero of Warner Bros.’ “One 
Foot in Heaven,” was enjoying a 
triumph. An influential member of 
his church who had deft his “flock” 
in a huff to join another was seek- 
ing re-instatement. 

“T’m a sinful old woman,” Beau- 
lah Bondi, the penitent, said. 

March is supposed to reply. “I 
think Brother Carmichael’s flock 
will get to Heaven as fast as we 
will—and he is a good preacher.” 

“Speak that last line just as 
though you yourself were talking 
about another actor,” suggested Di- 
rector Irving Rapper. “You know— 
Barrymore is good too.” 
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ENTER THE BRIDE! Fredric March carries his film bride, Martha Scott, over 
the threshold of their first home — and is it ever humble! — in this scene 
from "One Foot In Heaven,’ coming to the Strand on Friday. 


Dr. Norman Peale Chosen By 
Clergy Group To Aid On Film 


Temporarily forsaking the pulpit 
for motion. picture sound stages, Dr. 
Norman Vincent Peale, prominent 
New York clergyman, spent the past 
few months in Hollywood acting 
as technical advisor for a film based 
on the life of the late Rev. William 
H. Spence, a country minister. 

The pastor of the Marble Col- 
legiate Church of New York City, 
Dr. Peale was selected for his unique 
mission by a group of leading 
Protestant clergymen from all parts 
of the country and many denomina- 
tions. 

Frankly admitting that he was 
pioneering in a new field and had 
never before seen the inside of a 
motion picture studio, Dr. Peale 
said he was “proud and honored” 
to have been chosen for what he 
considers a most important task. 
He added that his sentiments were 
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fully shared by his church, the old- 
-est in point of continuous services. 

“In these times of crisis,’ the 
minister said, “one of the crying 
needs of the country is a resurgence 
of good old American idealism. You 
will note there have been books 
written and pictures made about 
the country doctor, the country ed- 
itor and various other public 
servants of this type. Now we are 
to have a picture made about a 
country minister, a man true to 
type whose experiences will bring 
familiar memories to countless 
Americans.” 

The picture, “One Foot in 
Heaven,” produced at the Warner 
Bros. studio, with Fredric March 


and Martha Scott co-starring, was 
adapted from the book of the same 
name, a best seller written by Hart- 
zell Spence, son of Rev. Spence. 
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LOOK OUT, LADIES! Fredric March proves that although he has "One 
Foot In Heaven" he has the other very solidly on the ground when he gives 
some of his feminine church members a lecture against gossipping. 


OPENING DAY PUBLICITY — “ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN” 


‘One Foot In Heaven’ 
Today's Opening 
At Strand Theatre 


Entertainment in every sense cf 
the word is what Strand Theatre 
patrons will find today when they 
see the initial showing of Warner 
Bros.’ latest film, “One Foot In 
Heaven”. It tells the story of a 
parson and his typical American 
family. Typical, in that they laugh 
at the same things, share the same 
joys and sorrows, and have the 
same problems as any family, any- 
where in the United States. It is a 
quaint, nostalgic tale containing 
much warm humor, with the aver- 
age Midwestern small town for its 
background. It opens in those gay 
days just after the turn of the 
century and continues through the 
riotous days after the Armistice of 
World War I. 

“One Foot In Heaven” has a 
grand cast featuring Fredric March 
and Martha Scott in the starring 
roles with Beulah Bondi, Gene 
Lockhart, Elisabeth Fraser, Harry 
Davenport, Laura Hope Crews, 
Moroni Olsen, Frankie Thomas and 
a host of other fine players in the 
supporting parts. 

Fredric March, always one of the 
best of the screen’s dramatic actors, 
plays the role of Father, a benev- 
olent tyrant whose outward disci- 
pline and inward sympathy makes 
him one of the screen’s most lov- 
able characters. His constant strug- 
gle to keep both his family and his 
congregation in line proves a life- 
time task, that is fraught with 
heartaches and happiness. Martha 
Scott, famous for her stage and 
screen performances in “Our 
Town”, is cast as the parson’s wife, 
a role for which she is perfectly 
suited. Martha’s continual problem 
is that of trying to strike a happy 
medium between Father’s  disci- 
pline and the children’s human 
inclination to cut up once in'‘a 
while and forget that their father 
is a minister, and that they are 
supposed to provide an example of 
good conduct to the other children. 

Casey Robinson wrote the screen 
play which he adapted from Hart- 
zell Spence’s famous book. Father, 
in “One Foot In Heaven” is drawn 
from Spence’s real father. 


Veteran Character 
Actress Kept Busy 


When it comes to working long 
hard hours, the veteran character 
star, Laura Hope Crews, can show 
the Hollywood 
youngsters a 
thing or two 
in the way of 
endurance. Af- 
ter putting in 
a full day on 
the “One Foot 
In Heaven” 
set at Warner 
Bros. recently. 
Miss Crews did 
a hasty ward- 
robe change, 
had a bite to 
eat, and went 
right over to the “The Man Who 
Came to Dinner” set, where she 
worked until 11:30 p.m. 

What the Warner Bros. produc- 
tion executives didn’t know when 
they asked her to do the double 
shift was that they were lucky in 
their choice of days. Thursday hap- 
pens to be Miss Crews’ “lucky day.” 
She believes that very profoundly. 
So, no matter how late she worked 
Wednesday night, and how tired she 
became, she’d feel fine Thursday. 
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Laura Hope Crews 


INTRODUCING 
THE FAMILY! 


right) 
Elisabeth 


Frankie 
Fraser, 


(Left to 
Thomas, 


Fredric March, Martha Scott 
and Casey Johnson as the 
family whose life and times 


are told with warmth, humor 
and charm in the Strand's new 
picture, ‘One Foot In Heaven". 
The film is based on the re- 
cent book by Hartzell Spence 
and is the story of his own 
family during the first quarter 
of the century. 
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‘One Foot In Heaven’ at the Strand 


Richly Entertaining Film Drama 


Fredric March and Martha Scott Splendid 
In Roles Combining Humor and Pathos 


As far out of the formula movie 
territory as the title implies, “One 
Foot in Heaven” which opened last 
night at the Strand presents a story 
that is as refreshingly different as it 
is richly entertaining. 

The country minister (preacher 
in rural Midwest parlance) and his 
faithful wife come into their own 
in this Warner Bros. picture star- 
ring Fredric March and Martha 
Scott. From their early trials, at 
times highly humorous, at others 
semi-tragic, to victory in a rousing 
struggle, and to final renunciation 
of material comforts for the sake of 
the Cause, they do themselves, and 
their calling, proud. 

The story is largely factual, being 
based on Hartzell Spence’s biography 
of his own minister father. Young 
Spence, a former newspaperman, 
sub-titled his book, ‘““One Foot in 
Heaven,” “the story of a practical 
parson.” 

From that sub-title, Warner Bros. 
evidently took their cue for the film. 
As Casey Robinson wrote the screen 
play, and as the players enacted it 
under the direction of Irving Rap- 
per, “One Foot in Heaven” is a 
practical motion picture. While los- 
ing none of the spiritual uplift of 
characters and subject, it is first, 
last and all the time, entertainment. 

The story opens in 1904 with 
William H. Spence, brilliant young 
medical student at Toronto Univer- 
sity, announcing to his fiancee and 
her astounded parents that he is 
giving up his studies to enter the 
Methodist ministry. The fledgling 
preacher and his pretty bride are 
next shown arriving at their first 
charge, in Lakewood, Iowa, to be 


(Prepared Review) 


greeted by a set of circumstances 
that might have caused the stout- 
est hearts to quail. 

The parsonage is a dismal wreck, 
furnished with hand-me-downs and 
discarded monstrosities of so-called 
art. The salary, $650 a year, is pay- 
able if and when the struggling con- 
gregation can raise it. But the 
people are warm-hearted, kindly. 

From one struggling charge and 
one dingy parsonage to another, the 
minister and his wife go their way 
of service, giving their all in 
strength and time, never thinking 
of themselves. Their family is grow- 
ing, responsibilities multiplying. 

The saga of service, related in in- 
cidents replete with drama, humor 
and human interest, closes with an 
inspiring note. The Rev. Spence has 
built a new church. It offers every- 
thing he and his wife have ever 
dreamed of for themselves — a com- 
fortable parsonage included. With 
his wife’s whole hearted approval, 
he leaves it to accept a. poor, strug- 
gling charge in a rural community. 

In keeping with the importance 
of the stellar assignments, as fine 
an array of supporting players as 
was ever assembled for a picture 
carry the subordinate roles. Such 
distinguished character stars as Beu- 
lah Bondi, Gene Lockhart, Harry 
Davenport, Laura Hope Crews, 
and Jerome Cowan play the mature 
characters. Elisabeth Fraser, a prom- 
ising young actress from the New 
York stage, and Frankie Thomas, 
also a stage-trained youth, portray 
the two older Spence children. 

In bringing this story to the 
screen in the proper manner, War- 
ner Bros. sought the aid and guid- 


ance of the religious world. A com- 
mittee of prominent Protestant cler- 
gymen representing many denom- 
inations met and selected the Rev. 
Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, pastor 
of the Marble Collegiate Church of 
New York City, to go to Hollywood 
and serve as technical advisor. 

It was probably a new type of 
service for him, but “One Foot in 
Heaven” is a new type of picture. 
The characters and the incidents it 
portrays will not, however, be new 
to average Americans. They’re as 
familiar as life itself. 


Martha Scott Has 
Pretty Legs, But 
Can't Show Them! 


It takes an actress who is really 
devoted to her art to play a period 
role in these defense-booming days 
of high prices and short skirts. 

There’s Martha Scott, for exam- 
ple. Miss Scott is playing a char- 
actor role that is long on human 
interest drama in “One Foot in 
Heaven.” It is also long on skirts. 

As she walks about the Warner 
Bros. film, Miss Scott’s limbs are 
demurely concealed by the volu- 
minous folds of period gowns. It 
is a distinction they have all to 
themselves. 

Ann Sheridan, it’s true, is affect- 
ing long skirts of the slinky, cling- 
ing type for her siren role in “The 
Man Who Came To Dinner.” But 
artful, and deep, slits in the skirt 
reveal enticing glimpses of the love- 
ly Sheridan gams. 

Priscilla Lane and Betty Field 
have no immediate worries about 
the silk hosiery supply, judging by 
the expanse of it they display in 
their “Blues in the Night” roles. 

Even Bette Davis is tripping about 
the “Man Who Came to Dinner” 
stages in a fraction of an inch below 
knee-length creations that are the 
stylists gift to a care weary world. 
Miss Davis has very nice legs! 

Which brings us back to Miss 
Scott. There’s a very lovely figure 
and as neat a pair of legs as one 
is apt. to see outside of a bathing 
beauty parade beneath the grace- 
fully trailing gowns she’s wearing. 
That’s not hearsay. Miss Scott, on 
occasion, has appeared on the sound 
stages in California play suits. 

But while she’s young, pretty, and 
as shapely as any girl has a right 
to be, Miss Scott does not bemoan 
her sad fate in having to hide, or 
at least cover, her curves beneath 
a gown screen. On the contrary, she 
thinks she’s lucky to be playing the 
minister’s wife in “One Foot in 
Heaven.” 

It’s the character that counts, 
Miss Scott staunchly avers, not the 
physical display. And she probably 
has something there. At least she’s 
done right handsomely on charac- 
ters to date, what with “Our Town,” 
“The Howards of Virginia” and 
“Cheers for Miss Bishop.” 

She'll take her chances on the 
meaty character roles until the right 
modern part comes along to give 
her the chance to show she has nice 
legs. Meantime, she has the satisfac- 
tion of knowing she has them. 
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MOTHER'S JOB on Sunday is keeping the children amused with quiet games 
suitable to the Sabbath, as Martha Scott demonstrates in this scene from 
"One Foot In Heaven", the tender, human story of a country minister's family. 


CURRENT PUBLICITY —““ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN” 
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THERE'S TROUBLE BREWING — Beulah Bondi as an irate church member 
presents a problem in diplomacy to Fredric March as a country parson in 
the Strand's current hit, "One Foot In Heaven". 


‘One Foot In Heaven’ Film 
Faithful Version of the Book 


Author of Current Strand Film Writes 
of His Experiences in Hollywood 


By Hartzell Spence 


Somebody told me before I came 
out here that having “One Foot 
in Heaven” and one on earth was 
tough enough, but that I wouldn’t 
really know what a balancing act 
was until I reached Hollywood. 

So I came here, arriving appro- 
priately on a Sunday, expecting to 
be thrown into an adagio dance 
team. But the man who met me 
at the plane said nothing of the 
sort was scheduled. He said I could 
do just as I pleased out here pro- 
vided I kept regular office hours 
from g to 6 daily and went to bed 
early nights so I’d be in tiptop 
shape to help out with any chores 
which might be assigned in connec- 


tion with the motion picture 
adaptation of my book. 
I have the feeling that the 


Warner Bros. staff expected me to 
be a prima donna. Before I arrived 
I had written a piece of advance 
promotion about what I thought 
the motion picture version of “One 
Foot In Heaven” should be. Much 
to my surprise I discovered on 
arrival that the studio executives 
had read it. Furthermore they had 
read the book so carefully that I 
had to go back and read it again 
myself to catch up to them. This 
was a stunner because I had heard 
that in Hollywood they bought 
books without reading them and 
that after the picture was com- 
pleted they brought out a new 
edition of the book to conform to 
the changes they had made in the 
picture. 

Also I had heard that in “pic- 
tures” nothing was sacred, not even 
the beloved title of an author’s 
book, and that probably they would 
refer to my book under some suc- 
cinct appellation such as “Foot.” 
So I got the jump on them by 
referring myself to the book as 
“Foot.” 

“Foot?” said Mr. Executive with 
a perplexed look. 

“Yes,” I said. “My book, you 
know.” 


10 


“Oh,” was the reply. “I thought 
it was ‘One Foot In Heaven.’ ” 

So I didn’t make that mistake 
again. 

I have been compelled to revise 
all my ideas about the film capital, 
and the people who work here. 
They work for a living. (Harder 
than I do in New York). And if 
their approach to my book is any 
indication, they have as intense a 
sympathy for the fundamental 
feeling of a book as has the author 
himself. 

Therefore, the motion picture as 
they made it is a faithful presenta- 
tion of my father’s life. It has the 
same spiritual uplift that char- 
acterized my father’s ministry. And 
at the same time it is good enter- 
tainment — which is important be- 
cause father was entertaining. 

Fredric March, who plays Father 
in the picture, was my own choice 
for the role, and his performance 
of it more than lived up to the 
expectations I had had. Even my 
mother, who visited the set, agreed 
that Mr. March was very like Father, 
“and almost as handsome”. And 
she was delighted with Martha 
Scott, who plays Mother in the film. 

So far as “One Foot In Heaven” 
is concerned, Warner Bros. definite- 
ly have their feet solidly on the 
ground. 


Retort Courteous 


Fredric March was telling Laura 
Hope Crews off in no uncertain 
language for a scene of Warner 
Bros.’ “One Foot in Heaven.” As 
he finished his tirade and turned 
to leave, Miss Crews stopped him. 

“What,” she quavered, “are you 
going to do.” 

“Make another take,’ came back 
March. “I was terrible in that one.” 
Martha Scott is co-starred with 
March in “One Foot in Heaven,” 
film version of the recent best-seller 
by Hartzell Spence. It is currently 

showing at the Strand. 


‘One Foot In Heaven’ 
Praised From Pulpit 


A Hollywood motion picture 
recently won endorsement by a 
nationally known minister speak- 
ing from the pulpit of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Long 
Beach, California. 

Preaching as guest minister in 
the Long Beach Church, Dr. 
Daniel A. Poling, Editor of the 
Christian Herald and President 
of the World’s Christian En- 
deavor Union, prefaced his 
sermon on the subject of “faith 
creates facts,’ with comments 
on the Warner Bros. film “One 
Foot in Heaven.” - 

‘It is one of the great pic- 


tures of this or any other year,” 
the pastor said. “There is nothing 
soft about it, and it will have 


universal appeal. There is ro- 
mance and drama and_ rich 
humor. Love of God and Love 
for men, women and little chil- 
dren is its theme song. Whatever 
your age, faith or condition, if 
you have ever lived in a family, 
you'll be stirred by this por- 
trayal. It is life with father 
and mother. And it marches 
with the trumpets of faith and 
courage.” 

Dr. Poling said he had spent 
the better part of a week watch- 
ing the shooting of the picture, 
which tells the story of a coun- 
try minister, and stars Fredric 
March and Martha Scott. 


Film Starlet Won 
Own Opportunity 


Elisabeth Fraser played the dual 
role of title character and Fairy 
Godmother in her own Cinderella 
story. 

In other words, Miss Fraser cre- 
ated her own opportunity. She did 
it by opening a door, walking into 
a room where Alfred Lunt was 
casting for the Robert Sherwood 
play “There Shall Be No Night” 
and asking for a job. Lunt asked 
who sent her. Miss Fraser replied 
honestly. Nobody had sent her. 

Lunt told her to come back in 
half a hour with something to 
read — no Shakespeare. She hap- 
pened to be a perfect type for the 
role of the daughter in the play. 
If she could read lines... . 

It turned out that she could. 
Playwright Sherwood and Lynn 
Fontanne were with Lunt when 
Miss Fraser did the reading. When 
she finished she was told she had 
a job, either as the girl, or the 
girl’s understudy. As it turned out, 
she was the girl, and a big hit. 

When the company played in 
Los Angeles a year later, Miss Fra- 
ser was besieged with movie offers. 
She accepted a Warner Bros. con- 
tract, plays her first role as the 
daughter in “One Foot in Heaven,” 
which co-stars Frederic March and 
Martha Scott. This is the film ver- 
sion of Hartzell Spence’s recent best- 
seller, and is currently showing at 
the Strand. 

Miss Fraser was born in Brooklyn 
on January 8, 1920. It was just 
two weeks after she graduated from 
Washington Irving High School in 
New York that she went out and 
got herself a leading role in what 
proved to be a big Broadway suc- 
cess. With no letters of introduc- 
tion, no advice from agents, she 
went to the offices of producers she 
heard were casting new plays. 

It was at the Guild Theater that 
she opened a door, not knowing 
exactly where it might lead, and 
walked in on Lunt and the start 
of her promising career. 


‘One Foot In Heaven’ Proves 
Triumph For Film Director 


A young director named Irving 
Rapper was on the spot. He put 
himself there by turning in a great 
job with his 
first directorial 
effort, the re- 
cently released 
picture, “Shin- 
ing Victory.” 

Critics who 
pro Less tio 
know about 
such things 
called it a di- 
rectorial _ tri- 
umph, Warner 
Bros. studio 
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Irving Rapper who pay Rap- 
per’s salary, were sufficiently im- 
pressed to give him a pat on the 
back, and the directorial reins of 
“One Foot in Heaven,’ starring 
Fredric March and Martha Scott, 
one of the most important of the 
company’s new pictures. 

That boost, of course, put Rap- 
per on the spot. To get off it, he 
had to top his initial auspicious 
effort. And that’s exactly what he 
did. The picture, which is cur- 
rently showing at the Strand 
Theatre, has been praised by audi- 
ences and critics as a splendid hu- 
man interest film of true distinc- 
tion. 

“One Foot in Heaven” is the 
story of a country minister and his 
wife. When the Rev. Norman 
Vincent Peale arrived in Hollywood 
from New York to assume the duties 
of technical advisor for the picture, 
he was amazed to find that young 
Rapper knew almost as much about 
preachers as he did. 


Rapper had learned enough from 
his experience as a dialogue director 
to know that many a movie battle 
is won or lost before a camera is 
turned. He’d made it his business 
to find out everything that could 
be learned about the subject and 
background of his new picture. 

A quiet, soft-spoken young man, 
Rapper is not at all spectacular on 
the movie sets. He gets in most of 
his creative licks in quiet before 
and between scenes conferences 
with his cast. He spent hours hud- 
dling with Fredric March and 
Martha Scott, the co-stars of “One 
Foot in Heaven.’’ When the players 
went before the cameras, they knew 
exactly what was expected of them. 
Complete harmony prevailed on 
questions of portrayal because Rap- 
per discussed the characterizations 
at length with the stars. 

Asked once why he never display- 
ed any temperamental fireworks, 
Rapper replied that he was inter- 
ested in building a reputation for 
turning out good pictures, not for 
personal showmanship. 

London born, but American 
reared, Rapper attended and was 
graduated from New York Uni- 
versity. He was a stage director for 
Gilbert Miller in New York, had 
several Broadway hits with big 
name talent to his credit, and was 
regarded as well qualified for a full 
directorial berth when he came to 
Hollywood in 1936. He wisely chose 
a dialogue director’s job instead, 
until he learned the film technique. 
He worked with the screen’s most 
prominent directors for the next 
five years, and not until then did 
he accept a directorial assignment. 
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MAN-TO-MAN, Fredric March explains to his screen son Frankie Thomas why 
a minister's son has to be just a little better than any of the other boys. Scene 
is from the current Strand film, "One Foot In Heaven". 


CURRENT PUBLICITY —’ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN” 


Was Just Too Eager 


The Rev. Dr. Norman Vincent 
Peale, pastor of New York Fifth 
Avenue’s Marble Collegiate Church, 
was deeply interested in the movie 
scene Fredric March and Martha 
Scott were playing for “One Foot 
in Heaven.” He had every right to 
be, as he was brought all the way 
out from Manhattan to serve as 
technical advisor for the Warner 
Bros. production which is current- 
ly showing at the Strand Theatre. 

The pastor’s interest, however, 
carried him a bit too far forward. 

“Pardon me, Dr. Peale,” Director 
Irving Rapper said, “you’re in the 
camera range.” 

“Well,” smiled the minister, as 
he hastily moved back, “that’s one 
time I almost got both feet in the 
movies.” 


Pounds Mounted Up! 


Martha Scott weighs just 110 
pounds. Fredric March is a six 
footer and husky. 

Yet March was exhausted after 
carrying Miss Scott across a parson- 
age threshhold eight times for long, 
medium and close shots of an early 
scene for their current Strand pic- 
ture “One Foot in Heaven.” It 
wasn’t the original weight but the 
excess that wore the actor down. 

Dressed in the picturesque but 
cumbersome costume of a girl of 
the early nineteen hundreds, Miss 
Scott carried an extra weight im- 
post of 20 pounds of wardrobe. 


Top Screen Team 


Fredric March is just 40 pictures 
ahead of Martha Scott, his co-star 
in Warner Bros.’ “One Foot in 
Heaven,’ now showing at the 
Strand. That film is March’s 45th, 
Miss Scott’s fifth, yet they make an 
ideal screen team. 

Ministers of the gospel may be 
interested, incidentally, to know 
that March really considers his role 
of a preacher in “One Foot in 
Heaven” as the most interesting 
one of the 45 he has played for 
the screen. He said so emphatically 
in an “off the record” conversation 
with Miss Scott. 


Famed Film Parents 


Elisabeth Fraser, blonde screen 
newcomer, says if acting talent only 
could be inherited from film and 
stage parents, she’d have no wor- 
ries about her career. She’s cur- 
rently making her picture debut as 
a Warner Bros. contract actress by 
playing the daughter of Fredric 
March and Martha Scott in “One 
Foot in Heaven.” She made a hit 
stage debut as the daughter-in-law 
of Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontainne 
in the Broadway success, “There 
Shall Be No Night.” 


Title Is Very Apt 


“One Foot In MHeaven”, the 
Strand’s current hit film is one pic- 
ture which has good claim to its 
title. It is taken directly from a line 
of dialogue which appears in book 
on which the picture is based, and 
is spoken by Fredric March in the 
film. Explaining to his screen son 
why a parson’s family must be 
better-bekaved than any other in 
the community, he says, “It is 
though we walked a tight-rope, bal- 
anced precariously, with one foot 
already in Heaven.” 


BRIEF and CURRENT 


Pre-War Waistline 


Being the possessor of a corset 
proof waistline is a decided asset 
to blonde Martha Scott. 

In three of the four pictures she 
has done to date, Miss Scott has 
worn period costumes and_ she’s 
back in tight laced 1904 vintage 
gowns for the early sequences of 
her current vehicle, “One Foot In 
Heaven.” She does not, however, 
have to wear a corset, and the fact 
she portrays a minister’s wife 
doesn’t figure in the reason. It’s her 
trim 2114-inch waistline that brings 
the immunity from stays. In fact, 
when she’s “poured into” the 1904 
gowns, her waistline is a good inch 
smaller than the circumference of 
her shapely head. 


Liked The Theatre 


Frederic March got plenty of val- 
uable pointers about the late Rev. 
William H. Spence, the real life 
character he’s portraying in War- 
ner Bros.’ “One Foot in Heaven,” 
from that pastor’s widow. Mrs. 
Spence, a resident of Ames, Iowa, 
is currently vacationing in Holly- 
wood and was a frequent visitor on 
the film sets while the picture was 
in production at the Warner Bros. 
studios. “One Foot In Heaven’ is 
currently showing on the Strand 
screen. 

One of the things March wanted 
to know was whether or not Rev. 
Spence liked the theater. 

“Well, TIl tell you, Mr. March,” 
the widow said, “the most wicked 
thing my husband ever did was to 
persuade a layman to take over his 
prayer meeting so he could go to 
see ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’.” 


When Oldsters Meet 


Two famous actors stepped on 
a Hollywood motion picture set to 
meet for the first time in 55 years 
and renew an_ association that 
started, and ended, away back in 
1886 when both were stock players 
at the old Alcazar Theatre in San 
Francisco. 

Hobart Bosworth, 74, and Harry 
Davenport, 75, were the actors. 
Their reunion occurred on a 
Warner Bros. sound stage, where 
the same strange fate that had 
kept them apart for 55 years 
brought them together as featured 
players in the picture “One Foot 
in Heaven,” which is now playing 
at the Strand Theatre. 


March Gets His Wish 


In playing the role of the Rev. 
William Spence in Warner Bros. 
film adaptation of Hartzell Spence’s 
best seller, “One Foot in Heaven,” 
Fredric March is realizing an am- 
bition he has cherished since he 
read the book in galley proof form. 

The film version of Hartzell 
Spence’s book is currently showing 
at the Strand Theatre, with Martha 
Scott and March in the co-starring 
roles. Also featured are Beulah 
Bondi, Gene Lockhart, Laura Hope 
Crews and many other well-known 
players. 


Not So Motherly 


Beulah Bondi, who 
Martha Scott’s mother in “Our 
Town,” is currently portraying that 
star’s spiteful enemy in Warner 
Bros.’ “One Foot in Heaven.” One 
case when a girl’s best friend is 
not her ex-mother. 


played 


Both movie and women’s page editors will want to see this 
human interest feature on this important new dramatic 
star. (Michigan papers, please note.) 


School Kids Lost Out When 
Martha Scott Went In For Acting 


In these days when it is the 
fashion for young thespians to 
claim to have been born with a 
consuming ambition to serve the 
theater, it’s refreshing to hear an 
actress admit that no more divine 
a flame than puppy love kindled 
her stage and screen ambitions. 

Martha Scott, who has progressed 
sufficiently in the realization of her 
ambitions to need no apologies for 
their inspiration, is the young lady 
who makes that interesting confes- 
sion. 

Miss Scott didn’t “always just 
know I wanted to be an actress.” 
Until a few semesters of practice 
teaching at the University of Mich- 
igan had convinced her ske didn’t 
want to be a school marm, she en- 
tertained no ideas along the acting 
line. 

Memories of a thwarted case of 
puppy love came to her aid when 
she was casting about for a new 
career idea. A boy on whom she 
had, to use her own words, “had 
an awful crush” during their high 
school days, had gone into acting. 
Some of his notices had reached 
Miss Scott’s attention.” 

“Tll_ show that young man a 
thing or two,” the Michigan co-ed 
mentally vowed. “I’ll become an ac- 
tress and a darn good one.” 

The records reveal how hand- 
somely Miss Scott has kept that 
vow. She’s been starred on Broad- 
way, the goal of all stage players, 
and her current co-starring role 
with Frederic March in Warner 
Bros.’ “One Foot in Heaven” is 
evidence of the progress she’s made 
in Hollywood. That film, in which 
she plays the wife of a country 
minister is only the fifth she has 
done. It is at least the third, how- 
ever, in which she’s been recognized 
as a star. “One Foot In Heaven” is 
currently at the Strand, and Miss 
Scott’s performance in it has won 
her wide praise. 

Even the girls who’ve always 
known they wanted to be actresses 
seldom make that sort of progress. 

Miss Scott is not one to decry 
the advantages of an early choice of 
a life objective, however. She be- 
lieves it is better to plan for a 
career than be jilted into one, as, 
in a manner of speaking, she was. 

When she put aside her text 
books and left the classrooms at 
Ann Arbor, she found theatrical 
jobs were hard to get. Strangely 
enough, producers wanted expe- 
rienced, or at least trained, ac- 
tresses. The best claim to acting 
experience she had was her enact- 
ment of a role for benefit of a 
class of high school students. To 
maintain discipline and discourage 
romantic advances from the older 
boys, she’d worn plain gowns, eye- 
glasses and a severe coiffure, play- 
ing the role of a staid school teacher. 

Stage producers weren’t inter- 
ested in that type of character 
portrayal. The only work Miss Scott 
could get in Chicago was in a 
department store, where she sold 
everything from candy to lawn 
mowers. 

A few months of that, and she 
took the bus to Detroit, where she 
had better success. She got a place 
with a winter stock company, and 
in bit and walkon parts, began re- 
ceiving that training she might 
have gotten earlier in little thea- 
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MARTHA SCOTT — lovely star of stage and screen who is co-starred opposite 
Fredric March in the Strand's new film, "One Foot In Heaven". 


ters or dramatic school had she al- 
ways known she wanted to be an 
actress. 

More stock work, and a two year 
whirl in Shakespeare with a com- 
pany that headquartered in Chi- 
cago and toured the country, com- 
pleted what Miss Scott considered 
her training course. She was now 
ready to really start showing that 
young man, whom she’d practically 
forgotten, something. 

She arrived in New York with 
fifty dollars in cash and a million 
dollars worth of enthusiasm. The 
cash was almost gone when she got 
a job in summer stock. 

Her real break came when Jed 
Harris cast her for the role of 
Emily in “Our Town.” The play 
was a Broadway hit, and so was 
Miss Scott. 

When the play was produced as 
a motion picture, Miss Scott was 


Beulah Bondi 


Beulah Bondi is definitely not a 
glamour girl, but she is more of a 
success in the cinema city than 
many a_ beau- 
tiful babe. She 
has proved 
herself to be a 
great (even in 
the Hollywood 


sense of the 
word) actress 
time and 


again. No one 
can forget her 
performance in 
“Our Town” 
and “Make 
Way for To- 
morrow.” 

praise-winning  per- 
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That 
formances are continuing in full 


her 


selected to play the feminine lead. 
She’s remained in Hollywood, and 
prior to her co-starring role with 
March in “One Foot in Heaven,” 
did “They Dare Not Love,” “Cheers 
for Miss Bishop” and “The Howards 
of Virginia.” 

Miss Scott was born in James- 
town, Missouri. It was in Kansas 
City that she attended high school 
and experienced the adolescent 
heart throbs that were to inspire 
an important stage and_ screen 
career. 

It would be a romantic way to 
end this account by recording that 
Miss Scott and the young man she 
was going to show a thing or two 
are to do a picture together. The 
facts of the matter, however, are 
that Miss Scott long ago completely 
lost track of the young man. She 
couldn’t even send him a note of 
thanks if she wanted to. 


Scores Again! 


stride is quite evident from the 
reviews of her latest picture, Warner 
Bros.’ excellent film, “One Foot In 
Heaven”, the current Strand hit. 
She plays the role of an extremely 
wealthy woman who thinks her 
wealth entitles her to rule other 
people’s lives. All critics agree that 
she plays the part convincingly, 
making one hate her but at the 
same time realizing that he is see- 
ing a grand bit of acting. Starring 
in the film are Fredric March and 
Martha Scott (who appeared with 
her in “Our Town”). and a great 
number of fine performers in the 
supporting roles. “One Foot !n 
Heaven” is based on the recent best- 
seller by Hartzell Spence, and was 
adapted for the screen by Casey 


Robinson. 


CURRENT PUBLICITY —“ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN” 


ary in 


(Right) Miss Scott's pale rose daytime 
frock shows how well the suede can be 
manipulated on soft feminine lines. 


Eater 


Posed by MARTHA SCOTT 


Star of ''One Foot In Heaven" 


(Left) New in spectator sports fashions 
is this full-length coat of ginger brown 
suede with box-pleated skirt. 


Mat 301-B — 45c. Order From Campaign Plan Editor 


Hollywood Sets Some New Fashion Fads 


It would seem that gloves now 
go up to meet sleeves instead of 
sleeves coming down to meet gloves. 

When Ann _ Edmonds invited 
friends for dinner at the Cock N’ 
Bull to give Elisabeth Fraser a 
royal send-off the guest of honor 
was wearing a tailored suit with 
short sleeves and long gloves pulled 
up to cover the entire length of her 
arms. There wasn’t a sign of flesh 
between gloves and sleeves. It was 
very smart looking and all the 
girls in the party were taking 
notes, Elisabeth is returning to join 
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Lunt and Fontaine for six months 
of “legitimate” after spending «as 
many months at Warner Bros. in 
which she appeared in several pic- 
tures including “One Foot In 
Heaven.” It was during the shoot- 
ing of this film, starring Fredric 
March and Martha Scott, that 
Elisabeth found herself tagged “Liz 
Friz” by March a name so catchy 
she'll bear it back to New York in 
monogramed handkerchiefs and on 
the collar of a shirtmaker dress. 
Elisabeth’s suit showed a_ skirt 
in ashes of roses wool and jacket 


in rose and willow gray line check. 
Her gloves were black. 

Nor is this the only late film- 
land caprice. 

Wraparound skirts made from 
gigantic cotton scarves of bold 
design are being tied over shorts 
and around some of Hollywood’s 
smallest waists. Martha Scott says 
they’re not meant to cover up any- 
thing, just meant to add color and 
give other people something to 
talk about. She has a large Guate- 
malan scarf in a dozen bright colors 
that she likes with yellow shorts. 


STAR BIOGRAPHIES 


‘One Foot In Heaven’ Star 
Has Taste For Comedy 


How radically the situation has 
been reversed since every comedian 
yearned to play Hamlet is again 
evidenced by the fact that Martha 
Scott is looking for a comedy role. 

Miss Scott has earned a reputa- 
tion as one of the finest of the 
screen’s serious dramatic actresses. 
Her film roles have been character 
portrayals. And those _ portrayals 
have been sufficiently arresting io 
win her stardom in close to record 
time. 

Her latest role, that of a country 
parson’s wife in “One Foot in 
Heaven” is a step in the right 
direction, for there is much warm 
and charming humor, which she 
provides a good part of, along with 
her co-star Fredric March. But her 
next role she says will be straight 
comedy. 

“That is,” she added, “if I have 
my way about it.” 

It’s not that the honey blonde 
actress is “fed up” with drama, or 
wearied by serious characterizations. 
She merely craves a change of pace. 

“I want to kick up my heels, 
cut capers, and act my age again,” 
she said. “One good, fast comedy 
will do me a lot of good.” 

Miss Scott said the humor that 
pervades “One Foot in Heaven” 
(the current Strand film) had done 
a lot to whet her appetite for 
comedy. While it’s listed as “human 


Film Character’s Wife 
Chooses His Costume 


By special request of the widow 
of the real life character he is por- 
traying, Fredri¢ March wears a 
certain double-breasted gray busi- 
ness suit in the closing scenes of 
his Warner Bros. picture, “One 
Foot in Heaven,” which is cur- 
rently showing at the Strand. 

The widow, Mrs. Hope Spence 
of Ames, Iowa, was a_ frequent 
visitor on the sets where March 
was enacting the role of her late 
husband, the Rev. William H. 
Spence. Then she watched the star 
play scenes in which he presided 
over a church budget meeting. He 
wore a conservative but smartly- 
fitting gray business suit. 

“Please,. Mr. March,” she said 
when she left the set, “wear that 
suit for the last scenes of the pic- 
ture. It is so much like Will. He 
had a favorite suit almost exactly 
the same as that one.” 


interest drama,” that story of a 
country minister’s life leans to 
the whimsical and is well spiced 
with comedy. | 

“Freddie (Fredric March, her co- 
star and screen husband) and I 
have had a lot of fun with it,” she 
said. “We probably had our most 
fun the day the parsonage burned 
down.” 

Besides the two stars, the cast of 
“One Foot in Heaven’ includes 
such well-known players as Beulah 
Bondi, Laura Hope Crews, Gene 
Lockhart, Harry Davenport, Elisa- 
beth Fraser, Frankie Thomas, Grant 
Mitchell, and many more. 


Hard-Hearted Film 
Banker Is ‘Genial 
Gene’ Off Stage 


How genial Gene Lockhart ever 
became a movie menace is one of 
those Hollywood mysteries. 

In real life, Lockhart looks about 
as menacing as a slightly dieted 
Santa Claus. His beaming face and 
twinkling eyes radiate good nature 
and generosity. His prosperously 
plump figure suggests the substan- 
tial success rather than the sinister 
schemer. 

Yet in the movies, genial Gene 
more often than not is cast as some 
variety of scoundrel. Bad man 
bankers and pork barrel politicians 
are among his specialties. 

He’s playing one of the bankers 
now in “One Foot in Heaven,” at 
the Strand and as usual, is giving 
a fine portrayal of a financier who’d 
cheerfully trade his prospects of 
salvation for a first mortgage on a 
widow’s home. When he _ faces 
Fredric March, the hero, the twinkle 
in his eyes becomes a stare that 
would freeze a corpse, and the 
ovial ring of his voice sharpens 
off to a cutting edge. 

Lockhart, who composes music 
and organizes war relief benefits in 
his spare time, has his own ex- 
planation for his initiation into 
movie skullduggery. He says it must 
be his figure. The film casters 
reason that anybody who collects 
avoirdupois so readily must be a 
born accumulator. Hence the cold- 
hearted banker roles. 


FREDRIC MARCH has fulfilled his parents? 
wishes. When he was going to school in Racine, 
Wis. it was the wish of his parents that he 
study for the ministry. But Fred differed with 
them. He thought his destiny lay in the land 
of high finance and registered for a commercial 
course at college. It wasn’t until he listened to 
exciting tales of theatrical life told to him by 
his landlady, while he was convalescing from a 
ruptured appendix, that he decided to abandon 
finance for footlghts. At first his parents objected, 
but it was their family minister who persuaded 
them to let their son choose his own career. 
And now, with his latest screen portrayal of a 
minister in Warner Bros.’ “‘One Foot In Heaven” 
he has both fulfilled the wishes of his parents 
and the faith of the minister who was responsible 
for removing a great obstacle from his success- 
ful path. He has long been the favorite of fol- 
lowers of stage and screen, some of his most 
impressive films being ‘‘Les Miserables’, *Bar- 
retts of Wimpole Street’, “A Star Is Born” and 
‘Susan. and God”. He is six feet tall and has 
brown eyes. Is married to Florence Eldredge 
who has appeared with him on the stage. 
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MARTHA SCOTT started her acting career as 
the result of a high-school ‘tcrush”?. She didn’t 
always want to be an actress, but after a few 
terms of practice teaching at the University 
of Michigan, she knew that school-teaching 
wasn’t her line. At that time her “big moment” 
of high-school days who had gone into acting 
received some favorable notices which reached 
Miss Scott. That settled it. She determined to 
become an actress and get some rave notices 
of her own. Martha found the going particularly 
tough because she’d not had any stage training. 
After much delay she got “bits” and “walk- 
on” with a stock company. When Jed Harris 
saw her and decided to cast her in his “Our 
Town”, it proved to be the turning point in her 
career. After a long run on the stage, Mary 
duplicated her success in the screen version of 
‘Our Town” and has been a favorite with movie 
patrons ever since. Now she is cast as a sym- 
pathetic wife of a struggling minister in Warner 
Bros.” delightful new film, “One Foot In 
Heaven”. The role of the minister is played by 
Fredric March. Miss Scott has certainly come a 
long way for a girl who “didn’t want to be 
an actress’’. 


MALE COOKING CONTEST 


The typical American father has one foot in 
heaven ... and the other foot in the kitchen. He 
cooks, bakes, washes dishes and in other ways 
helps Ma with her chores. Why not get some of 
these typical fathers together on your stage for a 
cooking marathon? On a long table set up all the 
paraphernalia for four or five male contestants. 
Each must prepare a complete meal including 
sectioned grapefruit, omelettes, hamburgers, waf- 
fles, salad and coffee. Select patrons to judge each 
finished meal as to appearance, taste, cleanliness 
and time for preparation. Idea packs plenty of in- 
terest for story and photo breaks so be sure to 
contact your editor well in advance. Winner gets 
promoted prizes — and for a gag, award a pair 
of trousers to winner’s wife — cause from then 
on she’ll probably wear the pants in that family! 


TOWN’S ‘TYPICAL FATHER’ 


Here’s a stunt to get the local Elks and Kiwanis 
club members interested in your picture. Request 
their help in finding the most typical family man 
in your city. You can promote the prize for award 
on opening night. Also follow through with news- 
paper interview on his opinions regarding current 
topics, his ambitions, etc. In newspaper coverage, 
be sure to compare your town’s “typical father”? 
with William Spence in ‘One Foot In Heaven’’. 
Advance feature of this stunt might be a news- 
paper contest to determine the qualities of a 
“typical father.” 


Meet FATHER... 


He’s Affable! 
He’s Laffable! 
He’s EXPLOITABLE! 


Yes, that’s Father... head of the most 


delightful family that ever stepped out 
of America’s screens — into America’s 
heart! They‘re going to love his every 
trial, tribulation and triumph. So here 
are several showmanship slants to 
bring father and his family in to see 


father make the laughs go farther! 


You start with: 


TEASER POST CARDS 
TO TOWN’S FATHERS 


No one will more enjoy the tribulations of Father in *“tOne Foot In 
Heaven” — than fathers! Reach them with the novel teaser card sug- 
gested below, for which mat is available. Order ‘Mat OH 301B” — 45c 
— from Campaign Plan Editor, 321 W. 44th St, N.Y, CG: 


Dad, take the wife and all the rest 
To see the fun and fight, 

Another Dad and his family have: 
“One Foot In Heaven’. TONIGHT! 


[ THEATRE IMPRINT ] 


By contacting civic leaders have the week of your 
a aie AND showing proclaimed ‘FATHERS WEEK. 


Local merchants tie in with this by featuring ties, 


‘FATHERS clothes, sporting goods, etc. especially for the head 


of the family. Restaurants, too, can tie in with 
this by featuring fathers’ favorite dishes. This is 

WEEK’ bound to gain additional interest in your picture 
and provide plenty of newspaper publicity. 


rian cere 


—LOBBY- 


e Here’s How You Can Sell the Title, Stars, 
Book and Human Interest of the Picture in 
Your Lobby and Out Front. 


TITLE HANGERS FOR LOBBY OR MARQUEE 


Make up a series of 4 hangers, as shown, to be hung in sequence 
across lobby or outside under the marquee. 


t =. ry respect 
of the swelles eve =. 
pictures yet! E ae —it's lovable! $ 


i after foot of 
%. delightful fun! 


Tell ’Em: 
HOW TO BE A FATHER! 


IN 7 NOT-SO-EASY LESSONS 


by FREDRIC MARCH, the Practical Father (Practically in trouble all the time) 


1. He's at the head 2,.He married the 3. Sister doesn't chase 4. He keeps a sharp 


Before your doors open: 


NOVEL SIGN ON BOXOFFICE 


Instead of your regular sign announcing when 
doors open, during run build a compo-board book 
with the title “ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN” on 
cover and on the two open pages this copy: 


f ...and your heart 


f will open to a lov- 


| able new screen hit! 


OneFoo! in Hoare 


Be sure to see 
FREDRIC MARCH 
MARTHA SCOTT 


oe 
HE 
a 


Feature Fredric March and Martha 
Scott in a lobby display stressing the 
different” type of roles they por- 
tray in the picture. Show scenes of 
the stars from past successes and 
highlight with love scene from this 
picture. Banner line: ‘FREDRIC 
MARCH and MARTHA SCOTT 
IN A DIFFERENT* KIND OF 
ROLE! (*Yow’ll Call It Great!) 


BOOK ‘COMES 10 Liré’ 


Obtain a copy of ‘One Foot In Heaven” from your 
local book store and build a set-piece illustrating 
the pages of the book ‘‘coming to life” on the 


of the family ... 
and at the bottom 
of their troubles. 


most adorable girl 
in the world—and 
stayed married! 


the fellows — he 
does! He's a champ 
chaperone! 


eye on Brother — 
who keeps a sharp 
eye on the girls! 


screen (sample below). (For drawing see page 18). 


5. To Mother —he's just her 7. Father knows best — that 


biggest baby! and one foot in hot water! Mother knows best! 


Man! What A Man Is Father! ... in 


“ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN” 


Easy to build — and packed with heart-wallop! Order ‘Practical 
Father Display Stills’? — set of 7 — 60c — from Warner Bros. Still 
Department, 321 West 44 Street, New York City. 


Nothing sets the mood of your showing as effectively as 
does music. So obtain a number of old time folk songs, 
popular tunes and hymns to be played on your lobby p.a. 
system and on your street bally truck. You might also 
promote a phonograph and records for lobby and invite 
patrons to play their own favorites. 


OLD 
TIME 
SONGS 
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DALLY 


e Stunts and Promotions for a Direct Mail 
Campaign, Department Stores, News- 
papers and Book Stores. 


FIND AND FETE TOWN’S 
TYPICAL BROTHER-AND-SISTER 


Young Eileen and Hartzell Spence 
(played by Carlotta Jelm and Peter 
Caldwell) are the typical Ameri- 
can sister and brother, aged 11 and 
10 respectively. This is your cue 
for a newspaper or lobby contest 
to honor the town’s most typical 
brother-and-sister within that age 
group. Selection might be through 
newspaper ballots, lobby ballots or 
through a tie-up with local photo- 
graphers. In latter case photogs 
advertise special brother-sister 
photo rates, each photo taken auto- 
matically entering boy and girl in 
this contest. Prizes can be pro- 
moted merchandise. 


Still illustrated is OH 527. Order 
from Campaign Plan Editor — 10c. 


Follow through with these: 


e Newspaper ads by local photographers. 
¢ Window displays in stores of all cooperating merchants. 
e Interview winners in newspaper and on the air. 


e Prizes awarded on stage evening of opening day with winners pres- 
ent as guests of honor. 


e Photos of entrants displayed in lobby. 

e Testimonial dinner to winners by local Boys Club and Girls Club. 
e Winners permitted to be acting civic officials for one day. 

e Fellow students honor winners in school celebration. 


e Winners participate in local Defense Savings Bonds drive. 


Ne Se I EN Ee RTP een eee referee enna ere meen enerereReNtee 


LOCAL 


2. Stills, posters, cut-outs for window display. 
STORE 3. Copies of novel as contest prizes for best student 


book reports on novel. 


Following promotions are planned to help you spread 
the news of your playdate via town’s book stores and 
libraries, cashing in on fame of *tOne Foot In Heaven” as 
a best-selling novel. 


1. Co-op book store ads opening day. 


4. Notices in all public and lending libraries. 


TIE-UP 5. Give away free bookmarks made up of 1-col. ad. 
seem eeeee 


DIRECT MAIL CAMPAIGN 


Below are two suggested letters — one for your 
mailing list and another for literary clubs, lend- 
ing libraries and other groups of book-lovers. 


-_- + To regular patrons: 


Dear Friend, 

Yes, folks, you must meet the Spence 
family! 

First, there is Father. There's one in 
every family but not another one like him. 
What a man is Father! He's always got one 
foot in heaven -- and the other one in hot 
water! Then, there is Mother -- the most 
adorable wife a man ever had. And Brother! 
Girls, girls -- that is all he ever talked 
about. Sister, too. She didn't chase the 
fellows - Father did! He was the town's 
champion chaperon! 

You will get to know them all in "One 
Foot In Heaven," based on Hartzell Spence's 
famed biography of his father, William 
Spence. Vividly enacted by Fredric March and 
Martha Scott, and supported by an outstanding 
cast, this story of a typical American family 
is entertainment all the way. 

I do not hesitate to commend Warner 
Bros.’ "One Foot In Heaven" to you as a grand 
picture for every member of your family. You 
will relish every minute of it. It starts a 
week's engagement at the Strand Theatre 
on (date). 

Be on hand to meet the Spences. It’s 
the most affable, laffable family that ever 
stepped out of America’s screens . .. into 
your heart! ~° 


_ - + To literary groups: 


Dear Friend, 

Here they come . Father Will, Mother 
Hope, Brother Hartzell, Sister Eileen. . 
right out of the pages of Hartzell Spence's 
best-selling novel, "One Foot In Heaven." 

Yes, it's a motion picture now! Warner 
Bros. has transferred this famed story about 
a typical American family to the screen with 
Fredric March and Martha Scott as Mr. and 
Mrs. Spence. 

"One Foot In Heaven" is one picture you 
won't want to miss. It is every bit as lov- 
able, as memorable as was the book. 

"One Foot In Heaven" will start a 
week's engagement at the Strand Theatre on 
(date). Whether or not you've read this bést- 
seliing novel, you'll want to see "One Foot 
In Heaven" on the screen. 


DEPARTMENT STORE DISPLAY 


Use the noticeable — and improved — change in 
women’s styles since the early nineteen hundreds 
as the basis for a series of special window displays 
in a local department store charting this change in 
milady’s appearance. Since the story of ‘One Foot 
In Heaven” traverses the period from 1904 to 
virtually the present day — the tie-up with the 
picture is a natural. A special set of fashion stills 
— both early and modern — featuring Martha 
Scott is available for this purpose. Order ‘Fashion 
Display Stills” — set of 10 — 75c — from Still 
Dep’t., 321 W. 44th St., N. Y. C. These same stills 
can also be used for newspaper planting and reg- 
ular fashion window displays. 
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CONTEST 


Point to See Your Editor Today! 


e This 5-Day Newspaper Promotion Will Appeal 
to Every Member of the Family. Make It A 


Contest presents typical family problems for 25- 
word solutions by contestants. Problems revolve 
about Father and his activities. (Man! What a 
man is Father!) Order ‘“Mat OH 502B”— 75c — 
from Warner Bros. Campaign Plan Editor, 321 
West 44th Street, New York City. 


When the man of the family butts into household affairs it’s always a trial 
and Mrs. Spence (Martha Scott) finds it to be the case when Father 
(Fredric March), in this scene from ‘One Foot In Heaven,” tries to demons- 
trate his improved method of ironing clothes. What would you do with 
Father if you were Mother? Write your solution in 25 words or less and 
send it in to the (name of newspaper) Contest Editor. Authors of the best 
solutions will receive tickets to see ‘One Foot In Heaven,” opening at the 
Strand Theatre. Another contest tomorrow. 


Sister (Elisabeth Fraser) has her problems, too, with Father (Fredric 
March). It’s about fellows. It seems that she doesn’t chase them. . . 
Father does. He’s the town’s champion chaperone! In this scene from 
“COne Foot In Heaven,” Sister is discussing the solution with Brother 
(Frankie Thomas). What would you do with Father if you were Sister? 
Send your answers (not more than 25 words, please) to the (name of 
newspaper) Contest Editor. Winners receive tickets to see ‘One Foot In 
Heaven,” opening Friday at the Strand Theatre. 


There’s a man-to-man talk going on between Father (Fredric March) 
and Brother (Frankie Thomas) in this scene from ‘One Foot In Heaven.” 
Father’s putting a crimp in Frankie’s style. You see, Brother has a sharp 
eye on the girls . . . but Father has a sharp eye on Brother! What would 
you do about Father if you were Brother? Write a 25-word solution to this 
problem and send it to the (name of newspaper) Contest Editor. Best 
solutions will receive guest tickets to see “One Foot In Heaven,” which 
starts its engagement Friday at the Strand Theatre. Another contest to- 
morrow. 


Naming baby is always a problem and the Spences (Fredric March and 
Martha Scott) are no different. Father insists on naming the child after 
his great-uncle, Mother after Father himself. What would you do with 
Father if you were faced with this problem? Write your solution in not 
more than 25 words and then send it in to the (name of newspaper) 
Contest Editor. Winners in this contest will receive two guest tickets to 
see “One Foot In Heaven,”’ opening Friday at the Strand Theatre. Another 
contest tomorrow. 
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Just put yourself in Martha Scott’s place in this scene from ‘One Foot 
In Heaven.” No, we don’t mean in Father’s (Fredric March) arms. 
Father has just carried his wife across the threshold into their first 
home and this is the scene that meets Mrs. Spence’s eyes. What would 
you do with Father if you were Mother and were faced with this kind 
of a first home? Send your solution (not more than 25 words, please) 
to the (name of newspaper) Contest Editor. Winners will receive tickets 
to see “One Foot In Heaven,” opening Friday at the Strand Theatre. 
Another contest tomorrow. 


(Introductory Contest Story) 


DAILY NEWS CONTEST WINNERS GET 
‘ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN’ TICKETS 


Calling all potential back seat 
drivers . . . folks who are always 
handing our free advice . . . here's 
a chance to put your talent to use! 

Starting today and _ continuing 
for four days, The Daily News will 
print a scene from Warner Bros.’ 
grand film, “One Foot In Heaven,” 
which will be shown locally at the 
Strand Theatre starting Friday. The 
photo will show how Father, a 
well-meaning, lovable character in- 
advertently gets into repeated jams 
with other members of his family. 

All you have to do is tell in about 
twenty-five words what you would 
do if you were in Mother’s, Sister’s, 
etc., place. The best suggestions will 
be awarded tickets to the Strand 
with separate awards being made 
each day. 

“One Foot In Heaven” is a charm- 


ing, nostalgic story of a Mid-western 
family. It traces their joys, sorrows 
and problems from the glorious 
days at the turn of the century 
to the hectic days after the Armis- 
tice of the first World War. Fred- 
ric March and Martha Scott are 
cast in the starring roles, while the 
impressive supporting cast is made 
up of such players as Beulah Bondi, 
Gene Lockhart, Elisabeth Fraser, 
Harry Davenport and many more. 
Irving Rapper directed the Casey 
Robinson screen play which was 
based on Hartzel Spence’s famous 
book. 

So come on, all you _ trouble 
shooters! Get your answers in as 
quickly as possible to the Amuse- 
ment Editor of The Daily News 
and win yourselves some tickets to 
one of the season’s finest films. 


NEWSPAPERS 


e Contests, Stunts and Promotions to Sell the 
Family Fun in “One Foot In Heaven” ... to 


Every Member of the Family! 


FOR WANT-AD PAGE: 


Suggest this newspaper promotional ad to your 


local paper’s promotion manager. Order still OH 
p Pp 


27 — 10c — from Campaign Plan Editor, 321 
West 44th Street, New York City. 


A FAMILY ALBUM 
FUNNY-FOTO CONTEST 


A newspaper contest that will have every family in town delving deep 
into the family album. Here’s the idea: Favorite — and funny — 
family album photos are submitted to the newspaper and one selected 
daily as the most interesting. These winning photos are published daily 
with promoted prizes to the heads of each family. On the last day of 
the contest all winning Family Album photos are published together 
with readers voting for the most typical, funniest or most interesting 
family photo. A grand prize, plus stage appearance, newspaper and 
radio interviews, sightseeing tour, family reunion dinner at leading 
hotel and a new family photograph comprise follow-up promotions for 


grand prize winner. 


Your lead story: 


Mat of illustration for daily winning family 


f REK TICKETS album photo is available. Order ““Mat OH 


401B’—60c—from Campaign Plan Editor, 


FOR FUNNY 321 West 44th Street, N. Y. C. 
FAMILY FOTOS e Zi 


There’s fun galore in one of 
America’s favorite pastimes . . 
looking through the Family Al- 
bum. The Daily News, in co- 
operation with the Strand Thea- 
tre, is ready to add profits to this 
pixilating pastime. Here’s what 
we mean: 

Starting Monday, and for the 
next five days, the Daily News 
will award (list prizes) for the 
most interesting family album 
photos selected by the judges 
and published each day. All 
daily winning family album tin- 
types will appear in the Daily 
News on Saturday so that all 
our readers may vote for the 
most typical (city) family. This Re 3 
grand prize winner — and we 
mean the whole family — will 
be feted with a grand family 
reunion dinner at the Middle- 
town Hotel, plus many other 


“Hot : The Spences 
surprise gifts and prizes. 


This fascinating new contest The affable, laffable, lovable 

is inspired by the delightful s ; 2 A 
American family tribulations of American family appearing in 
the Spences in Warner Bros.’ ! 
new motion picture, “One Foot Warner Bros. 
In Heaven”, starting Friday at 
the Strand Theatre. Fredric 
March and Martha Scott appear 
in the leading roles of this 
screen picturization of the fa- 
mous best-selling novel by Hart- 
zell Spence. 

Don’t wait a minute — send 
your most interesting family 
album entries to the Daily News 
“One Foot In Heaven’ Contest 
Editor. 


The FAMILY ALBUM CONTEST! 


WANT ADS ARE IN THE NEWS! 


A scene from Warner Bros.” “One Foot In Heaven” 
showing Nana Bryant, Martha Scott and Ernest Cos- 
sart. Fredric March co-stars with Miss Scott in the 
picture, opening Friday at the Strand Theatre. 


And mighty good news it is, too! For whether 
you're looking for a used sewing machine or a new 
maid, you'll get best results by following the Daily 
News Wants Ads daily. To rent, buy or sell, use. . . 


THE DAILY NEWS WANTS ADS 


EO Orr BS 


(Daily winning local family 
album photo in this space) 
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e Here Are a Variety of Spot Announcements 
for Your Local Radio Campaign. Get on fh 
the Air with These, Early and Often! ae 


") 
(0 
\ 

i 


AE pry es aa 


) 
{ 


ANN: You can see it now . . . one of the most lovable films ever made 
. - - “One Foot In Heaven”... the grand story of a typical 
American family ... starring Fredric March and Martha Scott 
with a splendid supporting cast . . . See ‘One Foot In Heaven” 
at the Strand Theatre. ... It starts Friday! 


ANN: ... what a man is father... with one foot in heaven... and 
the other in hot water! You’ll meet him in *‘One Foot In Heaven” 
. starring Fredric March and Martha Scott ... It opens this 
Friday at the Strand Theatre ... If you love to laugh... you’ll 
love ‘One Foot In Heaven.” 


ANN: Meet the happiest family in America... Father ... he was 
always in hot water... MOTHER... the most adorable wife 
a man ever had ... THE SPENCES ... an affable, laffable 
family ... they’re all in Warner Bros.’ ‘One Foot In Heaven” 
. . . produced from the famous novel with Fredric March and 
Martha Scott in the starring roles ... Make this a “must”... 
see ‘One Foot In Heaven” at the Strand Theatre on Friday. 


ANN: Folks, meet a grand father ... He’s the most popular man in 
town ... everybody loves him and he loves everybody .. . he’s 
the affable, laffable head of the most delightful family that ever 
stepped out of America’s screens ... into America’s heart... 
See this joyous American family at the Strand Theatre in Warner 
Bros.’ charming film, ‘One Foot In Heaven”... based on the 
best-selling novel by Hartzell Spence. It stars Fredric March and 
Martha Scott... If it’s laughs and a gay time you’re after, make 
sure you come to the Strand this Friday to see ‘‘One Foot In 
Heaven.” 


Here’s Father again with: 


A ONE-SHOT CONTEST 
FOR NEWSPAPER OR HERALD 


A contest on famous fathers can be run in your 
local paper or used on the backs of your heralds. 
First correct answers receive guest tickets. This 
is how to handle it: 


WIN FREE TICKETS 


to see FREDRIC MARCH as the grandest 
father of them all in Warner Bros.’ 


“ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN” 


Just Fill In the Names of These ‘Famous Fathers’ 


. Who was the father of our country? 


(George Washington) 
. Who was the father of the steamboat? 
(Robert Fulton) 
. Who is now the The Great White Father? 
(President Roosevelt) 
. What river is The Father Of Waters? 
(The Mississippi) 
. Who was the father of the Fighting 69th Regiment? 
(Father Duffy) 
. Who is known as the Father of Medicine? 
(Hippocrates) 
. Who was known as the Little Father 
Of The Russians? (Czar Nicholas) 
. Famous father and companion 


of Joliet who explored Canada 
and the Mississippi Valley (Pere Marquette) 


Two free tickets will be awarded to each of the first 25 persons 
who bring the correct answers to the Strand Theatre manager. 


SPOT DRAWINGS 
FOR LOBBY AND DISPLAYS! 


These drawings highlight several of the 


humorous scenes in ‘One Foot In Heaven”’ 
and are widely used in the press book ad- 
vertising and posters. They are also avail- 
able as separate stills for lobby blow-ups, 
newspaper planting, programs, displays, 


teaser throwaways, etc. 


Order “Drawing Stills’’ — Set of 4 — 35¢ — 
from Warner Bros. Still Department, 321 
West 44th Street, New York City. 


MAGAZINES 


e Two Big National Promotions Now 
Ready for Local Tie-ups! Let Them 
Go to Work for You! 


A full length feature story (opening 


pages illustrated at left) appears in 
PHOTOPLAY-MOVIE MIRROR Mag- 
azine, December issue, on the stands 
October 24th. In addition to the wide 
circulation this feature obtains, its 


Here’s Pre-Selling ACTION 
For Your Campaign! 


publication can be further exploited 
locally as follows: 


1. All MacFadden magazine deal- 
ers are being contacted to co- 
operate with local theatres. 
See your dealer early about ar- 
ranging co-op activities, such 
as posters on all newsstands and 
delivery trucks, wraparounds 
or tags on the December issue, 
regular picture heralds (see 
page 23) inserted in copies. 


2. The cooperation of the army of 
70,000 Liberty Magazine boy 
salesmen is assured. They will 
distribute heralds house-to- 
house, set up your window and 
newsstand displays and in other 
Ways assist your campaign. 


3. A PHOTOPLAY-MOVIE MIR- 
ROR institutional ad _ selling 
the “ONE FOOT IN HEAV- 
EN” feature appears in various 
MacFadden publications with 


a total circulation of over 
18,000,000. 


e The above is a reproduction of the two-page opening 
spread in PHOTOPLAY-MOVIE MIRROR. Get a copy of 
the December issue for lobby blow up. 


PRE-SOLD TO OVER ONE 
MILLION READERS IN... 


Parents’ Magazine Medal Award for November to ‘One Foot in Heaven’ as the 
Best Movie of the Month is more — much more — than just a tribute to a great 
picture. It means an invaluable exploitation boost for your showing — both by 
Parents’ Magazine and by your theatre. Here’s how: 


1. Publicity art, a glowing review and a 
Beauty Department feature on Martha 
Scott appear in the November issue in 
addition to the Award announcement. 
Get this issue for blow-up of the various 
features for lobby display. 


3. In addition to Parents’ Magazine, pub- 
licity and art is being carried in affiliated 
publications such as School Manage- 
ment and the Comic Group. Contact 
local distributors for newsstand displays. 


4. Feature the Award in your program, 


2. Current with national release over 250 publicity, advertising and in lobby. 


radio stations will broadcast reports and 5S. Get the cooperation of those groups 


BEST MOVIE 


OF 
THE 


MONTH 


reviews of “One Foot in Heaven” on 
the regular Parents’ Magazine program. 
Tie-in spot announcements immediately 
following this program locally. 


most influenced by the Parents’ Maga- 
zine choice — Board of Education, 
Better Films Council, Parent-Teacher 
Association, Churches, etc. 
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A DISTINGUISHED EDITORIAL WORTHY OF LOCAL ATTENTION 


2»>d>>>>>>>>>>>>>> OCTOBER 1941 


THE ROOSEVELT— 
CHURCHILL STATEMENT 


HE Roosevelt-Churchill statement sets the goal 

for the free peoples. Its strength is in principles. 

It avoids the weaknesses of promises and par- 
ticulars. It will be the constantly increasing purpose 
of the democracies. Whatever the dictators may say, 
the enslaved countries will see in this the dawn of 
hope. Beyond all partisanship, these eight points 
are the first blueprint of a world order, with liberty 
and justice for all. 


the President andg& those forces seeking to unite all 

gr actical plan to give form and body 
to the high pug@Ose of this statement. Already Chris- 
pias presented a seven-point program 
that inclug@& the major elements of the Roosevelt- 
Churghifleclaration. 


“ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN” 


T IS estimated—and, we believe, reasonably—that 
more than sixteen million young Protestants see 
moving pictures every week. Seventy per cent 

of Christian Herald readers attend the movies at 
least occasionally, 

When a big motion picture producer decided to 
film the popular book, “One Foot in Heaven,” writ- 
ten by Hartzell Spence (the story of the author’s 
preacher-father’s life) they invited Christian Herald 
to collaborate to make this first major picture of a 
Protestant clergyman a true presentation of the 
Protestant ministry and worthy of the Protestant 
Church. Previously, representatives of the Roman 
Catholic faith had given similar assistance in the 
filming of “Knute Rockne,” “Boys Town,” and “Men 
of Boys Town.” Indeed, the Roman Catholic 
Church, through its League of Decency and other 
activities, has secured an enviable place of influence 
in moving pictures. 

With such an invitation before it, Christian Herald 
faced three alternatives: We could ignore the whole 
matter and treat pictures in general as though movies 
did not exist. Or we could refuse the invitation and 
assume a negative attitude entirely. We could attack 
the industry and indict the delinquencies of actors 
and producers. Here we would have enjoyed a 


ue 


ms 


wide field, with a wealth of material—nor would we 
have found ourselves alone. Or, finally, we could 
accept the invitation and make an earnest effort to 


render sixteen million young Protestants and mil-. 


lions of others a constructive service. 

Feeling that either the first or second alternative 
would be unworthy and essentially dishonest, we ac- 
cepted the invitation. 

Five distinguished Protestant clergymen, with the 
writer, who was Christian Herald’s representative, 
became an advisory committee: 

Bishop James Edward Freeman, Washington, 

D. C. (chairman) 
Bishop Charles Wesley Flint, Syracuse, New 


Yor 

Dr. Edgar DeWitt Jones, Detroit, Michigan 

Dr. Charles E. Kerr, Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, New York City 
Dr. Peale was named as technical advisor to War- 
ner Brothers. With the unanimous support of his 
official board, he spent eight weeks in Hollywood 
in constant attention to the details of the filming of 
“One Foot in Heaven.” He has rendered the Prot- 
estant Church and the American public a unique, 
distinguished service. 

And now when released early in November, the 
picture itself will be judged. We believe that it is 
a work of highest art in its field; that Frederic 
March, as the preacher, and Martha Scott, as the 
preacher’s wife, are perfectly cast, and with their 
associates give a full-sized, dynamic, profoundly 
moving portrayal. The presentation is vital, simple, 
rich with humor, and appealing to all ages and faiths. 
In the highest sense, it is a vivid portrayal of life 
with father and mother. 

The preacher himself is, first of all, a great human, 
with a love for God and for men, women and little 
children that never fails. He has the heroic propor- 
tions of the American pioneer. His faith is forever 
on the march. We believe that he will sweep the 
imagination and capture the heart of America. The 
producers and the cast have done their part with rev- 
erence, fidelity, courage, and without a single false 
note that the writer has been able to detect. They 
have given us a Protestant minister who believes 
that God is our Father, Jesus Christ our Saviour 
and Lord, that the Church is an agency both human 
and divine, and that at last it cannot fail. 

Christian Herald is proud to have a part in this 
achievement. 

May the box office returns justify those who have, 
at their own risk, invested more than a million dol- 
lars in this ‘unique production. May this verdict 
be so conclusive that “One Foot in Heaven” will 
become the first of a cycle and help usher in a new 
day of better pictures for America. 


Den fig 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


Reprints of this editorial are available at $4.00 per M. Order direct from 


ECONOMY NOVELTY & PRINTING CO. 
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225 WEST 39th STREET, NEW YORK CITY 


REPRINTS 
OF 

THIS 
EDITORIAL 
ARE 
AVAILABLE 
FOR 
DISTRIBUTION 
BY 
CHURCHES 
AND 
AFFILIATED 


GROUPS 
OR — 


BLOW UP 
FROM 

PRESS BOOK 
FOR 

DISPLAY 

IN 
APPROPRIATE 


LOCATIONS 


e William Spence, the Father ... William 
Spence, the Man. There you have the two 
selling angles of this picture. One repre- 
sents the homey, down-to-earth story of 
a typical mid-western family. It spells 
entertainment for everybody! 


e Second, there is the background against 
which the story unfolds. It tells of Wil- 
liam Spence, Minister, who for twenty 
years was moral and spiritual leader to 
congregations scattered throughout the 
mid-west. On the opposite page, and 
below, are several suggestions to help 
you further interest in your showing 
among those local organizations asso- 
ciated with the clergy of your town. 


YOUR FIRST STEP is to secure cooperation of local religious 
groups for aid. Some of these organizations which might have 
offices in your town are: 


Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America 


Board of Foreign Missions of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church 


National Conference of Jews and Christians 
Methodist Federation of Social Service 


Epworth League 


Along the same lines, organizations such as Young Men and 
Young Women’s Christian Association, etc. should be reached. 


SUGGEST AN EDITORIAL to local editor, general theme of which 
is: William H. Spence (central figure of the picture) demon- 
strates the human, forceful Christian qualities, duplicated in 
thousands of ministers, that have made them one of the most 
influential forces in shaping American thought and life. 


PREVIEW FOR CLERGY may result in sermons and endorse- 
ments. Remember to treat these considered statements with 
dignity and discrimination. 


SONS OF PREACHERS is a national organization which may 
have a local branch. Contact son of local minister for news- 
paper interview commenting on or comparing his life with 
that of Hartzell Spence, who wrote the famous novel, ‘One 
Foot In Heaven,” about his father William Spence. 


. - « AND FOR THE CHILDREN: 
Working through the church again, contact the children in 
the Sunday Bible classes. It’s grand entertainment for them! 


With the cooperation of a local clergyman get up a bible quiz 
of true or false questions for distribution to children in the 
Sunday school classes. Winners receive tickets to the picture. 


ATTENTION! 
MODEL BUILDERS! 


Here’s a particularly detailed photograph of a 
model church which can serve you well as the 
basis for a model-building contest. Stage contest 
in newspaper, offering promoted prizes for best 
duplicate models of church shown in still. If paper 
desires to get a variety of models, suggest that 
models or drawings of any type of church shall 


be eligible. 


Order still OH 104x — 10c — from Warner Bros. 
Still Dept., 321 West 44th St., New York City. 


‘FAMILY NIGHT’ AT THEATRE 


Run a “family night” during run of the picture 
and award door prize to largest family attending. 
This idea can be enlarged upon by getting nearby 
restaurants and soda fountains to feature special 
rates for family groups. 


GET Use this 100-word spot announcement 
immediately after the conclusion of the 


broadcast of local church Sunday ser- 
vices. Copy: 


ON Father not only has a wonderful character 
... he is one... once again Warner Bros. 

bring you a fine screen biography .. . the 

story of a mid-Western minister and his 

struggle to bring understanding to his 

family and pulpit . . . “One Foot In 

THE Heaven” ...a gay, charming panorama 
of life in the early 1900’s .. . with as lov- 

able a group of characters as has ever been 

shown on the screen . . . Fredric March is 

father and Martha Scott is his understand- 

ing wife. “One Foot In Heaven” is a pic- 


ture you must see... it starts next Friday 
at the Strand Theatre . .. Don’t miss it! 


(For regular radio spot announcements, see page 18) 


Extra! 


SPECIAL PICTORIAL | 
OLDER SELLS YOUR 
SHOWING TO... 


e Schools! 
e Sunday Schools! 


e Churches! 

e Libraries! 

e Women’s Clubs! 
e Youth Groups! 


The important EXTRA interest that 
may be stirred up in your showing 
among the special groups above can 
be effectively accomplished with this 


most unusual pictorial folder. 


It is accordion-folded, illustrating 
12-scenes from the picture with 
appropriate captions (as shown at 
right) and perforated across the 


center so that it may be torn in 
half and the two sections placed 
side by side for bulletin board no- 
tices in schools, churches, meeting 


rooms, libraries, etc. 


PRICE: 4c each 


Order from 


YOUR LOCAL 
VITAGRAPH EXCHANGE 


TS Wek Ban 


Above is a view of 
the pictorial folder 
already folded and 


ready for mailing. 
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Folder, part of which 
is shown at left, is 
12” wide “and: “51” 
long, and perforated 
across center to facil- 
itate posting on bulle- 
tin boards. Full folder 
shows 12 scenes. 


TY Soe 


40" x 60° 


HERALD 


PHOTOCHROME DISPLAY 


REGULAR SIZE 


MIDGET SIZE 


CARDS 


SPECIAL QUANTITY PRICES 


24-SHEETS 
1s Ii: MI STL cn et emg SAA eed a ae $2.40 each 
ET < Loi” ieee ho ted ACen gs eer 2.25 each 
LURE Soto 4 Seales Sate oe Gels oF Meena EAT ti at 2.00 each 
ASICNME OVER oe Nees Lic eae ea 1.75 each 
SIX-SHEETS 
7 ATOLL Reg aot raster ur aes Be al eats BS 6 80c each 
OR er eee iy: 3 7, nae ore tant hel pn 70c each 
TOGranG OVER foe eure Cones ee 60c each 
THREE-SHEETS 
Ft Ja = Ya ot” Reese aa PBs MeL Me ihe ur ec tA ana cea oda 32c¢ each 
NOOO ONGiGOVEra chyna creo eee 28c¢ each 
ONE-SHEETS 
SORE Pr stent Ecc cme ae Sar fy T1¢ each 
TOG Gnd Overiy sre ech cee ce pt 9c each 


SRG AG, ies ae ee OSS aia 7c each 
SOKO Pee Se 5 lta ebm Coa 6c each 
1O0O°Gnd overc... eee 5!4,¢ each 


MIDGET WINDOW CARDS 
4c each 


SQ75 erm 


and over 


$3 1 a aa 


than 5M 


2 COLORED 22 x 28's 


Rental: 
20c each 


8 COLORED 11 x 14’s 
Rental: 
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